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Kids of  all ages can enjoy
the thrill of  following
Santa’s Christmas Eve jour-
ney, and make sure to be
safely tucked in before St.
Nick reaches their home.
This up-close look at Santa’s
progress from the North
Pole is made possible by the
high-tech tracking capabili-
ties of  the North American
Aerospace Defense Com-
mand (NORAD).  NORAD is
a United States and Canada
bi-national organization
charged with the mission of
aerospace warning, aero-
space control and maritime
warning in the defense of
North America. 

Tracking Santa’s Christ-
mas Eve journey started in
1955 when a local media ad-
vertisement directed chil-
dren to call Santa direct –
only the number was mis-
printed. Instead of  reaching
Santa, the phone rang
through to the Crew Com-
mander on duty at the Con-
tinental Air Defense
Command Operations Cen-
ter. Thus began the tradi-
tion, which NORAD carried
on since it was created in
1958.  As technology has de-
veloped, NORAD has used
satellites, high-powered
radar, jet fighters and spe-
cial Santa cameras to track
Santa Claus as he makes his
journey around the world.

Today, excited children
have a new and improved
resource for monitoring
Santa’s journey to their
chimney or doorstep. Chil-

dren, (and curious adults),
can take a peek at a special
website;
www.noradsanta.org, which
features a look at Santa’s
North Pole Village and up-
dates the progress of  Santa
and his team of  reindeer on
Christmas Eve. 

The site is already active

and features Santa’s North
Pole Village, which includes
a holiday countdown,
games, activities, and more.
Official NORAD Tracks
Santa apps are also avail-
able in the Windows, Apple
and Google Play stores, so
parents and children can
countdown the days until

Santa’s launch on their
smart phones and tablets.
Tracking opportunities are
also offered on Facebook,
Twitter, YouTube, and
Google+.  Santa followers
just need to type “@norad-
santa” into each search en-
gine to get started.

On a possibly related
note, rumor has it that
“Representatives from the
North Pole” have secured
Gaylord Regional Airport as
a potential refueling station
for a “Special Air Cargo
Mission” on Christmas Eve
or early Christmas morn-
ing.  Beyond the normal re-
fueling requests, the airport

NORAD tracks Santa’s
Christmas Eve journey

the staff at the gaylord regional Airport always provides a warm welcome to santa and his team as they make a
“refueling stop” on christmas eve.   Left to right Matt barresi, Dave Diemert, santa, shari rivest and let’s not forget
Dasher! Photo courtesy of gaylord Airport

Logo courtesy of NorAD PubLic AffAirs office

See SANTA– PAGe 5A

See SENIORS– PAGe 5A

Through the philanthropic
generosity of  Liesel Litzen-
burger-Meijer, the Boyne Val-
ley Lions were able to
partner with the Boyne City
High School Hospitality
Class under the direction of
Chef  Cole Thornton and
serve up a delicious holiday
meal for seniors at Litzen-
burger Place and Deer Mead-
ows located in Boyne City.
The holiday meal consisted
of  fresh rolls with butter,
salad with spring mix, ap-
ples, red onion, cranberries,
parmesan, candied walnuts
and apple-cider vinaigrette,
honey glazed ham with
creamy Dijon sauce, and
eggnog cheesecake with
caramel sauce. The Boyne
Valley Lions Club packed the
meals, cutlery, a special gift,
and delivered each meal to
directly to each resident and
staff of  both facilities. 

The original plan was to
host a full dinner service for
the residents, but the plan
was discarded due to an

Charlevoix Man 
Arrested For Carrying 
a Concealed Handgun

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY,
MI. On Monday, December
20, 2021, at approximately
4:06 p.m. troopers from the
Michigan State Police (MSP)
Gaylord Post stopped a vehi-
cle for an equipment viola-
tion on M-66 near Family
Fare in Charlevoix. The
driver, a 29-year-old
Charlevoix man, had a
loaded 9mm handgun inside
the vehicle. He did not have a
concealed pistol license. The
driver was placed under ar-
rest and lodged in the
Charlevoix County Jail pend-
ing arraignment.

It has been one year since
the first COVID-19 vaccine
was administered by Health
Department of  Northwest
Michigan officials and since
then, more than 129,000 doses
have been provided to area
residents in the four-county
jurisdiction by all vaccina-
tion providers.

As of  December 18, the
health department has given
61,424 of  those COVID-19
doses across its service area
of  Antrim, Charlevoix,
Emmet and Otsego counties.

“I was privileged to be
among the first immunized
and am overwhelmed with
gratitude to our staff for ad-
ministering these life-saving
shots, and to all those resi-

dents across our region who
have rolled up their sleeves
for the vaccine,” said Dr.
Josh Meyerson, Medical Di-
rector with the health de-
partment.

With Christmas just days
away and many of  us travel-
ing, Dr. Meyerson reminds
us we are once again seeing
high rates of  community
transmission for COVID-19
that inevitably leads to expo-
sures in our households, so-
cial groups, and workplaces.

“Although fully vaccinated
individuals are far less likely
to be infected than unvacci-
nated, we are seeing many
cases in vaccinated persons.
Although these cases tend to
be very mild, the infected in-

dividual can spread the virus
to close contacts, especially
in their household and to
those they spend a lot of  time
with,” Dr. Meyerson said.

“The Delta strain that now
predominates has proven to
be far more contagious than
the previous strains encoun-
tered last winter and spring,
and the latest variant of  con-
cern, Omicron, that will
likely soon predominate in
our area is even more conta-
gious, even in the vacci-
nated.”

So how do we navigate
through this as community
members?

1. Vaccination is still the
best tool we have to moderate
the impact of  this pandemic.
Vaccines protect us from se-
vere disease. Booster doses
have shown to further reduce
the risk of  disease and re-
duce infection rates. Every-

one is encouraged to get vac-
cinated, including your
booster dose, as soon as you
are eligible.

2. Continue to practice mit-
igation measures including
masking at work/school and
indoor public places.

3. Stay home if  you have
symptoms such as chills,
fever, or mild
respiratory/flu-like illness.
Get tested and return to
work/school/socialization
once your test is negative
and you’re feeling better.

4. If  you have been exposed
to someone with COVID-19
(i.e., a close contact) take pre-
cautions even if  you are vac-

One year later: NW MI Health Department administered more than 61,000 COVID vaccines

Dr. Meyerson’s first vaccine

See ONE YEAR LATER– PAGe 2A

Boyne Valley Lions
Club serves up a 
holiday meal for 
local seniors 



Thomas Edward 
Follette, 49

(NoV. 7, 1972 - Dec. 19, 2021)
Thomas Edward Follette of

Boyne City
passed away
on Sunday, De-
cember 19,
2021 at Mun-
son Medical
Center in Tra-
verse City.

A full obituary will follow.

Judith (Anderson)
Planck, 82

(MAy 1, 1939 - De. 17, 2021)

Judith Ann Planck of  Wal-
loon Lake died December 17,
2021.

Judith was born on May 1,
1939 in Petoskey, the daugh-
ter of  Lloyd and Ann (Kr-
chak) Anderson and grew up
in Walloon. She graduated
from Petoskey High school
with the Class of  1957.

On August 28, 1965, Judith
married Willis E Planck, Sr.
in Petoskey and the two made
their home all over the
United States, following
Willis’ Naval career. These
places included Alameda, CA,
Norfolk, VA and Glenview, IL.
Following Willis’ retirement
from the Navy, they returned
to Walloon Lake Village and
have lived there since. Judith
went to work as the Librarian
at the Boyne Falls Public Li-
brary and worked there until
her retirement. She loved
doing her part in building up
the Boyne Falls Library to
being the community asset it
is, instituting adult and her
much loved children’s pro-
grams, where she would read
to the kids. Willis preceded
Judith November 23, 1997.

Judith was a member of
the Walloon Lake Community
Church and served on their
Prayer Chain for many years.
She loved going to the beach,
and enjoyed going to the
casino, shopping, traveling,
and going out to dinner. She
was a good person, loved her
family, and made a contribu-
tion to the lives of  others in
the life she lived.

She is survived by 3 chil-
dren, Willis Planck, Jr. of
Walloon Lake, Glenn Planck
of  Petoskey, and Pamela
Planck of  Harbor Springs; 2
grandchildren, Krista (Mike)
deGuzman and Kimberly
Planck; 4 great grandchil-
dren, Kai, Sophea, Caleb, and
Gianna; a sister, Barbara

(Wesley) Laughbaum of  Pell-
ston; and by a sister-in-law,
Wilma Socia.

Judith was preceded in
death by her parents; hus-
band, Willis, Sr.; a brother,
Arthur Anderson; and by her
best friend and sister-in-law,
Glenda Planck.

Funeral services celebrat-
ing Judith’s life was held on
Wednesday, December 22nd
at 11am at the Walloon Lake
Community Church. Burial
will be in Greenwood Ceme-
tery.

Those wishing to honor Ju-
dith’s memory are asked to
make a donation to the Boyne
Falls Community Library. 

Christina Helen 
(Whitney) Skop, 82

(NoV. 10, 1939 - Dec. 16, 2021)

Christina H. Skop of  East
Jordan died on Thursday, De-
cember 16, 2021, in
Charlevoix.

She was born on November
10, 1939, in Flushing, the
daughter of  Jesse and Flo-
rence (Ardill) Whitney. 

On September 27, 1958, in
Elmira, She married Richard
R. Skop. They made their
home in Elmira and later in
East Jordan, and raised six
kids. 

Christina is survived by
three sons, Terry (Brenda)
Skop of  East Jordan, Duane
Skop of  East Jordan and
Scott Skop of  East Jordan;
three daughters, Sherry Roof
of  East Jordan, Cindy (Ken
Warren) Skop of  East Jordan
and Debbie (Jim) Cesaro of
East Jordan; twelve grand-
children and eight great
grandchildren; two sisters,
Carrie (Bill) Hoover of  Kings-
ley and Vera (Joe) Herington
of  Bitely; as well as several
nieces and nephews.
Christina was also preceded
in death by her husband,
Richard Skop on June 11,
2017; one granddaughter,
Dana Skop Phipps; her par-
ents; four brothers, Vern
Whitney, Ray Whitney, Stuart
Whitney and Clayton Whit-
ney; and three sisters, Hazel
Grant, Martha Loree and
Joyce Whitney.

A special thank you to
Munson Charlevoix Hospital
and staff for your great care
and thank you to Grandvue
Medical Care Facility and all
the staff for your care and
love you gave to our mom.

A memorial service will be
held on Wednesday, Decem-
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Residents on 
Lake Shore Drive
asking for action
by tiNA suNDeLius

Ellsworth-Fire Depart-
ment appointments, meet-
ing dates set, and a long
discussion on road condi-
tions were the focus of  the
Banks Township Board De-
cember 20 meeting.

Supervisor Alex Busman
reappointed Mark
Groenink as Fire Chief  to
the Banks Township Volun-
teer Fire Department.
Groenink has been Chief
for 27 years and some of  the
firefighters have been vol-
unteers since before he took
office. “You won’t find a
more dedicated and caring
team than the Banks Town-
ship Fire/Rescue person-
nel. We are so very
fortunate to have these
local men and women will-
ing to serve the commu-
nity,” said Township Clerk
Donna Heeres. 

Meeting dates for the
Banks Township planning
commission were approved
for the second Tuesday of
each month and meeting
dates were set for the board
for the third Monday of
each month. The dates can
be found on the township
website.

A representative from a
neighborhood on Lake
Shore Drive attended the

meeting asking for some ac-
tion to get repairs on the
gravel road. Supervisor
Busman reported that he
has requested bids for bor-
ings that he hopes will give
direction on how to repair
the road’s issues. He also
has requested that the road
be graded at a steeper angle
to facilitate water runoff.
“We’d just like to see some
progress, even if  it’s incre-
mental,” said Lake Shore
Drive resident Tom
Richards. Although the
township can add money to
complete road projects, the

road is ultimately the
county’s responsibility.
Richards has brought the
issue to the County Road
Commission Manager.
“He’s been nothing but dis-
missive if  not contentious,”
he said. According to the
Michigan Township Associ-
ation website, “the state
transportation fund doesn’t
provide sufficient financial
resources for road commis-
sions to perform their re-
sponsibilities at a level
acceptable to everyone.
Consequently, township
boards voluntarily con-

tribute over $150 million
per year to their county
road commissions to sup-
port road projects in their
respective townships.  ”We
recognize this is a problem.
We’re investigating meas-
ures to improve the quality
of  the road,” said Heeres.

The placement of  covered
posts was approved to stop
cars from driving over
graves at the Atwood Ceme-
tery.

b A N k s  t o W N s h i P  b o A r D  M e e t i N g ,  D e c e M b e r  2 0 ,  2 0 2 1

Fix the darn road

christmas lights adorn the community square in ellsworth.      

abundance of  caution asso-
ciated with the continued
concern surrounding the
pandemic. Residents were
overwhelmed with the meal
delivery and expressed

heartfelt appreciation for
their holiday meal and gift.

The Lions are also known
for:

Diabetes education and
free screening initiatives

KidSight screening for
early onset visual impair-
ments 

White Cane fund-raising
for the visually impaired 

Participate and serve vol-
unteers in “Buff up Boyne”

Serve hungry elementary
school students at Field
Days and school carnival

Project WAVE Lions ini-
tiatives 

Financial support to Girl
Scouts, PAWS with a Cause,
Boyne District Library,
Alzheimer’s Fund, Crop

Hunger Walk, Humane Soci-
ety, other

The Lions Club meets
every 2nd and 4th Wednes-
day of  the month at the
Boyne District Library at
noon. For more information
on becoming a Lion contact
Eleanor Sutliff, Membership
Chairman at
oesutliff@yahoo.com 
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This holiday season do
not let unwanted guests –
food poisoning - spoil your
holiday parties. We all play
a role in keeping food safe
for family, friends, and
yourself.   

"By taking a few simple
steps such as proper hand
washing, properly storing
raw meat, and taking care
of  leftovers, we can signifi-
cantly reduce the risk of
getting sick from food poi-
soning,” said Dan Thorell,
Director of  Environmental
Health Services with the
Health Department of
Northwest Michigan. 

According to the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention, one in six
Americans get sick from
food poisoning each year.
This holiday season is a
perfect opportunity to re-
view safe food handling
practices. Each of  us plays
a role in keeping food safe,
wholesome, and nutritious.
This means:  

•  Paying close attention
to personal hygiene like
hand washing,  

•  Keeping food prepara-
tion and storage areas clean

and sanitized,  
•  Maintaining tempera-

ture control for safety; and,  
• Properly discard-

ing food that is no longer
wholesome or past its expi-
ration date.  

Whether you grow your
own food, shop at a grocery
store, or if  you have gro-
ceries or meals delivered, it
is important to follow safe
food handling practices
using these four steps:  

1.  Clean: Wash hands,
utensils, and surfaces often.  

2.  Separate: Don’t cross-
contaminate. Use separate
cutting boards and plates
for produce, meat, poultry,
seafood, and eggs.  

3.  Cook to the right tem-
perature. Food is safely
cooked when the internal
temperature is high enough
to kill germs that can make
you sick.  

4.  Chill: Refrigerate and
freeze food properly.  

For more information,
visit www.FoodSafety.gov.
The health department
urges all of  us to do our
part to keep food safe dur-
ing the holiday season. 

End-of-year spending
plan also includes support
for snowmobiling

State Rep. Ken Borton, a
member of  the House Ap-
propriations Committee,
today voted for legislation
to provide additional re-
sources for the COVID-19
response and other impor-
tant projects in Michigan.

“When people come down
with COVID-19, early treat-
ment is so important,” said
Borton, of  Gaylord. “Our
plan will support mono-
clonal antibodies and other
treatments to help people
recover from COVID-19 and
reduce the risk of  serious
symptoms or death. Re-
sources for health care
workers will also help treat
COVID-19 in our Northern
Michigan communities.”

House Bill 5523 would al-
locate $134 million for early
COVID-19 treatments, in-
cluding monoclonal anti-
body treatments. A $300
million appropriation
would help health care fa-

cilities recruit and retain
employees. Another $90
million would support vac-
cinations. Both HB 5523 and
another spending plan, HB
4398, propose resources for
COVID-19 testing.

Borton also highlighted
$3.5 million in HB 4398 for
snowmobile trail develop-
ment and maintenance,
which he said will support
recreational opportunities
for Northern Michigan resi-
dents and tourists.

“Snowmobiling is almost
a way of  life for many
Northern Michigan resi-
dents and visitors, and
funding will support this
winter recreation,” said
Borton.

HBs 5523 and 4398 now
advance to the Senate. The
Senate is expected to con-
cur in HB 4398 in a timely
manner.

Health Department shares holiday
season food safety tips

Rep. Borton: Resources will 
combat COVID-19 in Northern 
Michigan communities
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In the Rough, Professionally Painted 
or Completely Restored

Over 7,000 sq. ft. of Furniture, Antiques & Goodies

06176 Old U.S. 31 South, Charlevoix, MI 49720

E-Mail: donkellyantiques@yahoo.com

FURNITURE BARN
(231) 547-0133 • Cell (231) 881-0353
Web: dkellyantiques.com

CUSTOM & ANTIQUE
FURNITURE

www.bergmanncenter.org
6585 M-66, Charlevoix MI • 231-547-9624

Bergmann Center Resale Shop

Open Mon-Sat 
10am-5pm

Watch us on
facebook for
our specials!

“Making 
a difference 
in the lives 
we serve”

Boyne Falls Public Schools

STUDENT OF 
THE WEEK

Sabastian Goff   
Grade: 2nd

Parent’s Name(s): Laura and Frank Steinhoff 

What do you want to be when you grow up?: He wants to
have a YouTube channel about video games. 

Favorite Book: The Dog Man series by Dav Pilkey

Hobbies and Interests: At home, Sabastian likes making and
playing with slime. He also likes playing video games and
having snowball fights. 

School Activities: Sabastian’s favorite subject in school is
math. He also participates in the grade school basketball
program. 

Staff Comments: Sabastian is a new addition to Boyne Falls
School this year and we are so happy he’s here. His bright
and engaging personality brings a smile to everyone’s face.
He follows the Logger Agreement every day in the classroom
and on the playground. Sabastian is a hard worker and al-
ways tries his best. He doesn’t give up easily and likes to
challenge himself. Keep up the great work, Sabastian!

Submitted By: Ms. Pedigo

Through the philanthropic
generosity of  Liesel Litzen-
burger-Meijer, the Boyne Val-
ley Lions were able to
partner with the Boyne City
High School Hospitality Class
under the direction of  Chef
Cole Thornton and serve up a
delicious holiday meal for
seniors at Litzenburger Place
and Deer Meadows located in
Boyne City. The holiday meal
consisted of  fresh rolls with
butter, salad with spring mix,
apples, red onion, cranber-
ries, parmesan, candied wal-
nuts and apple-cider
vinaigrette, honey glazed
ham with creamy Dijon
sauce, and eggnog cheese-
cake with caramel sauce. The
Boyne Valley Lions Club
packed the meals, cutlery, a
special gift, and delivered
each meal to directly to each
resident and staff of  both fa-
cilities. 

The original plan was to
host a full dinner service for
the residents, but the plan
was discarded due to an
abundance of  caution associ-
ated with the continued con-
cern surrounding the
pandemic. Residents were
overwhelmed with the meal
delivery and expressed heart-
felt appreciation for their hol-
iday meal and gift.

The Lions are also known
for:

Diabetes education and
free screening initiatives

KidSight screening for
early onset visual impair-
ments 

White Cane fund-raising
for the visually impaired 

Participate and serve vol-
unteers in “Buff up Boyne”

Serve hungry elementary

school students at Field Days
and school carnival

Project WAVE Lions initia-
tives 

Financial support to Girl
Scouts, PAWS with a Cause,
Boyne District Library,
Alzheimer’s Fund, Crop

Hunger Walk, Humane Soci-
ety, other

The Lions Club meets
every 2nd and 4th Wednesday

of  the month at the Boyne
District Library at noon. For
more information on becom-
ing a Lion contact Eleanor

Sutliff, Membership Chair-
man at oesutliff@yahoo.com 

Boyne Valley Lions Club serves up a holiday meal for local seniors 

There have been a number
of  popular Christmas movies
made through the years, in-
cluding the vintage Christ-
mas Story from 1983 featuring
the bespectacled young boy
Ralph and his tale about
Christmas with his family in
Ohio set in the 1950s.

The most popular Christ-
mas movie, though, is still the
classic from 1946 featuring
Jimmy Stewart and Clarence
the guardian angel (Harry
Travers) who visits him on
Christmas Eve. It’s a Wonder-
ful Life starring Stewart as
George Bailey and Donna
Reed as his wife is still shown
more frequently than any
other Christmas movie each
December.

Another old classic, Mira-
cle on 34th Street, made in
1947 and starring the venera-
ble Edmund Gwenn as Santa
on trial, is also annually
listed among the top Christ-
mas movies along with the
1950 classic A Christmas
Carol starring Alistair Sim as
Ebenezer Scrooge in addition
to the 1984 remake of  the
Dickens’ classic starring
George C. Scott as Scrooge.
More recent movies such as
Home Alone, The Santa
Clause, and National Lam-
poon’s Christmas Vacation
also make the list of  top
Christmas movies each year.
White Christmas, made in
1954 and featuring the
singing-and-dancing duo Bing
Crosby and Danny Kaye, is
also perennially on the list.

As far as Christmas TV
specials go, there are four
that are listed on everybody’s
list every year in various or-
ders but always near the top:
Rudolph; A Charlie Brown
Christmas; Frosty the Snow-
man; and How the Grinch
Stole Christmas. 

There are a number of  clas-
sic Christmas songs that are
popular every year, partly be-
cause they remind the listen-
ers of  happy memories from
years past. “White Christ-
mas” by Bing Crosby is al-

ways near the top of  the list
along with “The Christmas
Song” by Nat King Cole,
“Have Yourself  a Merry Little
Christmas,” by numerous
artists, “Holly Jolly Christ-
mas” by Burl Ives, “The Little
Drummer Boy,” and “Most
Wonderful Time of  the Year”
by Andy Williams.

In recent years, “All I Want
for Christmas is You” by
Mariah Carey and “Last
Christmas” by Wham have
been quite popular.

As far as Christmas carols
go, “Joy to the World” is al-
ways among the favorites
along with “Hark, the Herald
Angels Sing,” “Silent Night,”
and “Come All Ye Faithful.”

Here is some other interest-
ing Christmas trivia:

* Each year more than 3 bil-
lion Christmas cards are sent
in the U.S. alone.

* All the gifts in the Twelve
Days of  Christmas would
equal 364 gifts.

* The traditional three col-
ors of  Christmas are green,

red, and gold. Green has long
been a symbol of  life and re-
birth; red symbolizes the
blood of  Christ, and gold rep-
resents light as well as wealth
and royalty, represents
Christ. The “two turtledoves”
represent the Old and New
Testaments.

* According to the Guin-
ness world records, the tallest
Christmas tree ever cut was a
221-foot Douglas fir that was
displayed in 1950 at the North-
gate Shopping Center in Seat-
tle, Washington.

* The word Christmas is
from Old English, a contrac-
tion of  Christ’s Mass

* The first president to have
a Christmas tree in the White
House was Franklin Pierce. 

* Rudolph” was actually
created by Montgomery Ward
in the late 1930s for a holiday
promotion. The rest is his-
tory.

* Jingle Bells” was first
written for Thanksgiving and
then became one of  the most
popular Christmas songs. 

* The poinsettia plant was
brought into the United
States from Mexico by Joel
Poinsett in the early 1800s. 

* Mistletoe was chosen as
Oklahoma’s state flower in
1893 and later changed to the
state floral emblem. 

* In 1843, Charles Dickens
wrote “A Christmas Carol” in
just six weeks. 

* The first state to recog-
nize the Christmas holiday of-
ficially was Alabama. 

* Christmas became a na-
tional holiday in America on
June, 26, 1870. 

* Clearing up a common
misconception, in Greek, X
means Christ. That is where
the word “X-Mas” comes
from. Not because someone
took the “Christ” out of
Christmas. 

* More diamonds are sold
around Christmas than any
other time of  the year. 

—Compiled by Mike Dunn

c h r i s t M A s  f u N  f A c t s

What is most popular Christmas movie?

the 1946 classic it’s a Wonderful Life featuring Jimmy stewart and Donna reed is still at the top of the list of christmas
movies. 



EAST JORDAN
CHRISTMAS TREE SALE

Lions Tree Sale at True
Value

IRONTON
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
Looking for an old fash-

ioned Christmas service?
One with all your favorite
carols and cookies? We in-
vite you to our candlelight
Christmas Eve service on
December 24th at 7pm.
Join us in singing tradi-
tional hymns and celebrat-
ing the birth of  the baby
Jesus. Fellowship follows
with coffee and cookies be-
fore heading back out into
the crisp evening air. Lo-
cated at 3805 Washington
Street in Ironton

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY
COVID-19 VACCINES

AVAILABLE TO HOMEBOUND

RESIDENTS
The Health Department

and EMS services in
Charlevoix County have
begun offering Covid-19
vaccinations to the home-
bound population in
Charlevoix County. This
service is intended only
for individuals unable to
travel to an established
vaccine location—the Of-
fice of  Emergency Man-
agement schedules ap-
pointments for home
visits. The Johnson &
Johnson single-dose vacci-
nation shots will be given
during these visits. Please
note that EMS paramedics
will not show up at your
residence in an ambulance
but another fully equipped
vehicle. Paramedics will
be prepared to provide
medical service immedi-
ately in the rare event of
an adverse reaction to the
shot. They would dispatch
an ambulance only if  one

is needed for transporting
a patient to the hospital.
Persons who are home-
bound or otherwise unable
to travel but want a vac-
cine are encouraged to
contact Emergency Man-
agement at 231-541-4461
(Sheriff ’s Dept Office
Line) to schedule an ap-
pointment.

EAST JORDAN
HIKE 

Wagbo Farm and Educa-
tion Center is excited to
announce a family-
friendly trail series to get
community members out-
doors and enjoy the winter
months. Supported by a
generous gift from
Charlevoix County Com-
munity Foundation (C3F),
the new Stroll & Sip series
offers interactive trail ac-
tivities while hiking, ski-
ing or snowshoeing the
various 1-2 mile loops
through the fields and
forests of  the 212-acre
property. Upcoming hikes
will be the first Sunday of
each month, through May,
from 1 PM to 5PM.

EAST JORDAN
CHRISTMAS LIGHTED VILLAGE
The East Jordan Lion’s

Club will once again be
hosting the Christmas
Lighted Village at the East
Jordan Tourist Park.
Everyone is welcome to
build a display so gather
your co-workers, friends,
family, club or organiza-
tion members and have
some fun. The village is
scheduled to open early
this year so get your regis-
tration form in to the
Lion’s Club as soon as pos-
sible to secure your spot.

CHARLEVOIX
PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
CALENDAR AVAILABLE

The Best of  the
Charlevoix Photography
Club 2022 Calendar is hot
off  the press today! This
calendar, which is locally
printed, features wonder-
ful photographs from 12
separate club members.
Visit www.Charlevoixpho-
tographyclub.org to place
an order, or visit the
Charlevoix Circle of  Arts
at 109 Clinton St. The sell-
ing price is $25.

CHARLEVOIX
CIRCLE MARKET

Charlevoix Circle of
Arts will host its annual
Charlevoix Circle Market
from November 19 to De-
cember 30 featuring local
handmade items, original
art, and locally produced
specialty treats.
Charlevoix Circle of  Arts
exhibit gallery turns into
a festive handmade shop-
ping experience for all
with handmade gifts for
everyone on your list,
yourself  included! Items
from dozens of  local
crafters, makers, artists,
jewelers and more will be
for sale through December
30. 

BOYNE CITY
FREE GIFT WRAPPING STATION
During the month of  De-

cember the Boyne District
Library will have a station
set-up in our small meet-
ing room for you to wrap
your gifts. All paper, tape,

bows, tags, table surface,
and yule provided by the
library. Also accepting any
material donations if  you
have extra

BOYNE CITY
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
On Christmas Eve, the

Episcopal Church of  the
Nativity service will be at
6:00pm, with carol singing
and Holy Communion. The
curch is located at 209 E.
Main Street.

CHARLEVOIX
BLOOD DRIVE

Community Blood Drive
Hosted by Charlevoix Elks,
December 27, 11-6 pm. Join
the Charlevoix Elks Club
#2856 for a community
blood drive. Your donation
could save up to three lives
this holiday season. Ap-
pointments are preferred
and walk-ins are welcome.
Call 1-866-Mi-Blood. All
donors will receive a $10 e-
certificate as a thank you
gift.

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY
NEW YEARS EVE BUS

Charlevoix County Tran-
sit is offering New Years
Eve bus service from 6pm
until 2am. Pre-schedule to
get the best time slot. 231-
582-6900. Holiday Closures:
Closed for the Christmas
Holiday on Friday Decem-
ber 24 and for the New
Year’s Holiday, Friday, De-
cember 31st (for regular,
daytime service). Open
6pm - 2am for New Years
Eve service.

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY
SNOW REMOVAL FOR SENIORS
The Charlevoix County

Commission on Aging will
have our Senior Snow Re-
moval Programs available
again this year! Packets
can be picked up curbside
at all of  our Senior Center
Locations or at the COA of-
fices.

BOYNE CITY
BOYNE AREA CHAMBER OF

COMMERCE GALA
The Boyne Area Cham-

ber of  Commerce will be
hosting our Annual Gala
on Thursday, January 13,
2022 at Boyne Mountain
Resort.

BOYNE CITY
FAT & FLURRIOUS FAT TIRE RACE 
First race in the 2022

Short’s Fat Bike Race Se-
ries, Saturday, January 15,
10:00am at Avalanche.
Come race Northern
Michigan’s most challeng-
ing fat bike race! Warm up
after the race sampling dif-
ferent types of  chili at
Stigg’s annual Chili Cook
Off  and 5th Anniversary
Party. Race proceeds go to-
ward building more ad-
vanced trails with the Top
of  Michigan Mountain
Bike Association
(TOMMBA). This race will
help fund the first pro-
built advanced downhill
trail at Boyne Forest Trail,
continuing everyone’s fa-
vorite mountain bike trail
system just north of
Boyne City. 
Sport Class: One lap

around Avalanche. 
Open Class: Two laps

around Avalanche. 

Join the fun at the 4th
Annual Fat & Flurrious
Fat Tire Bike Race, the
first stop on the Short’s
Fat Bike Race Series. Fat &
Flurrious starts 10 am Sat-
urday 1/15/22 with a police
escort from Stigg’s to Ava-
lanche. For information
and to register at
https://fatandflurrious.co
m/

TRAVERSE CITY
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Northern Michigan Pol-
icy Conference
January 14, Noon-4PM,

Hagerty Center, Traverse
City. Hear from our legisla-
tors, key policy leaders,
State departments and
more as we shape advo-
cacy efforts for a prosper-
ous northern Michigan re-
gion.

EAST JORDAN
ANNUAL DINNER

The East Jordan Area
Chamber of  Commerce
Annual Dinner, Meeting,
Awards, Auction at Castle
Farms on Saturday, Janu-
ary 29th, 2022.

CHARLEVOIX
ALUMNI HALL OF FAME

Charlevoix Public
Schools is planning our
Alumni Hall of  Fame In-
duction Ceremony this
spring! Forms are due on
February 28, 2022. Crite-
ria: The nominee must be
a graduate of  Charlevoix
High School and have
achieved one or more of
the following: *An ad-
vanced degree such as
PhD., M.D., D.O., D.D.S.,
O.D., J.D. *Significant life
achievement, honor, or
award *Significant contri-
bution toward improving
the lives of  others.

NORTHERN MICHIGAN
SNOWMOBILING

State-designated trails
are open Dec. 1 through
March 31 and grooming oc-
curs when there is enough
snow on the ground. The
snowmobile program is
100% funded with your
trail permit dollars. Be
sure to bookmark
Mi.gov/Snowmobiling so
you can keep up with trail
closures, find trail eti-
quette refreshers, view
maps and print trail seg-
ment maps. Special thanks
to the volunteer snowmo-
bile clubs and groups who
assist with trail signage
and grooming on state-des-
ignated snowmobile trails
throughout the season.
The snowmobile program
is 100% funded with trail
permit dollars.

EAST JORDAN
THE DEPOT JORDAN VALLEY

TEEN CENTER
The Depot Jordan Valley

Teen Center are in their
new location. The Teen
Center is now located in
the lower level of  the St.
Joseph Parish Hall, 207
Nicholls Street, East Jor-
dan 

BOYNE CITY
FARMERS MARKET

Join us Saturday for the

indoor market season in
the Veterans Park Pavil-
ion. Each Saturday from
here on out we will be
there from 9am - NOON.

CHARLEVOIX
Hospice of  Northwest

Michigan invites you to
join our Monthly adult
grief, loss & bereavement
support group, which
takes place the 2nd Sunday
of  each month from 4-5pm
at the First Baptist
Church, 6781 M66 North.
This program is open to
anyone in our community
looking for assistance in
their grief  process and is
facilitated by Rev. David
Behling. There is no
charge to attend. Please
feel free to call Hospice at
231-547-7659 to register or
for more information.

EAST JORDAN
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Cancer and Caregiver

Support group meets at
10am the 3rd Saturday of
each month at Lighthoiuse
Missionary Church

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

AVAILABLE
Have you experienced fi-

nancial hardship due to
the COVID-19 crisis?
Northwest Michigan Com-
munity Action Agency
(NMCAA) has funding
from the federal CARES
Act to assist with various
needs (utility help, car re-
pairs, housing costs, dia-
pers, baby formula, phone
bills, etc.). You may be eli-
gible for assistance if  you
meet income guidelines
and live in NMCAA’s serv-
ice area (Antrim, Benzie,
Charlevoix, Emmet, Grand
Traverse, Kalkaska, Lee-
lanau, Missaukee, Roscom-
mon, and Wexford Coun-
ties). To apply for help,
please contact our CARES
Intake Specialist at 800-
632-7334.

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY
ADVERTISING FUNDS THE

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY NEWS
We love to run commu-

nity announcements and
news releases about all the
things happening in
Northern Michigan in the
Charlevoix County News.
We help publicize hun-
dreds of  events and activi-
ties all across our area.
Readers love the fact that
the Charlevoix County
News is distributed by
mailed subscription or at
tons of  locations through-
out Boyne City, Boyne
Falls, Charlevoix, East Jor-
dan, Ellsworth and
Petoskey. However, it is ex-
pensive to publish this
newspaper each week
filled with positive news
and sports. Our main
source of  revenue comes
from advertising. If  your
business or organization
has an advertising budget,
be sure to include the
Charlevoix County News
in your plans. While other
local newspapers are
quickly fading, the
Charlevoix County News
is growing. Our newsstand
prices and advertising
rates are far less than any
other paper and your mes-
sage will reach readers all
across the area. Contact us
at Office@Charlevoix-
CountyNEWS.com or call
989-732-8160. Locally
owned and operated. 

CLASSIFIEDS
AS LOW AS 
$2.00

CALL
989-732-8160
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Kevin Dudd
Super Clean Chimney Sweep

E-Mail News Releases and Announcements to  
Office@CharlevoixCountyNews.com

MICHIGAN MEDIA INC.
112 EAST SIXTH ST. GAYLORD, MI 49735

PHONE 989-732-8160
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The Charlevoix County News is published weekly on Thursdays.
Published by Michigan Media, Inc., 112 East Sixth St. Gaylord, MI 49735.
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The Weekly Choice and Charlevoix County
News are locally owned newspapers

We are independently owned newspapers
based in Gaylord, Michigan

Dave Baragrey and the staff of news writ-
ers, sports writers, photographers, graphic
designers, delivery people and sales peo-
ple all live and work here and care about
our local communities we serve.

We hear from readers every week how
much they appreciate all the local cover-
age. We appreciate all the positive re-
sponse from both readers and advertisers
to our newspapers that we hear so fre-
quently.

So many newspapers in the area have
dropped 30% and as much as 50% in cir-
culation over the past year. Our newspaper
distribution has remained steady and in
many towns has grown in circulation.

We of course REALLY appreciate the ad-
vertisers. That is our primary source of
revenue that allows us to publish our pop-
ular newspapers every week covering all
over Northern Michigan.

If you are an advertiser that has become
disappointed with the results of your

newspaper advertising that is costing you
way too much while reaching way fewer
readers, you should try our newspapers.
You will likely pay less money for far more
circulation and reach readers in a much
larger area.

The Weekly Choice is distributed free every
Thursday at almost 600 locations around
Northern Michigan.

The Charlevoix County News is distributed
every Thursday in Boyne City, Boyne Falls,
Charlevoix, East Jordan and Ellsworth to
subscribers and on newsstands and wher-
ever newspapers are sold. Cost is still just
75 cents (not $1.25 or $2.00).

If you want to reach more consumers with
your advertising and pay less money for
advertising, give Dave Baragrey a call or
email. You can even stop into our office
(we still have our office open).

LOCALLY OWNED, LOCALLY OPERATED

LOCAL NEWS, LOCAL SPORTS
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officials have been asked to
have five bales of  hay, two
large bags of  carrots, two
boxes of  sugar cubes ready

and waiting, and it is re-
ported that the “pilot” has a
fondness for cookies and a
glass of  milk.

Gaylord Regional Airport
Director, Matt Barresi, re-
lates, “Being located on the
45th Parallel, which is
halfway between the North
Pole and the equator, Gay-

lord Regional Airport has
been deemed an excellent re-
fueling spot for this special
Christmas Eve mission. The
advance team coordinator
with the Special Air Carrier
Service had many demands
but aviation fuel was not one
of  them.  Instead they
wanted “5 bales of  hay, 2

bushels of  sugar beets and 2
bags of  carrots.” We were
also asked to leave cookies in
the pilot lounge.”

As of  press time, the time
of  this special refueling mis-
sion was not available.  

Have a very, merry Christ-
mas!

SANTA
froM Pg. 1

The East Jordan Area
Chamber of  Commerce pre-
sented checks to the recipi-
ents of  the first ever Jubilee
of  Trees for 501-C3’s held at
the beautiful Boathouse on
Lake Charlevoix. Special
thank you to owners Re-
becca & Rick Gotts and Man-
ager Anora O’Connor for
their sponsorship and hospi-
tality. Jubilee of  Trees for
501-C3’s raised $3,050.00 for
ten (10) local 501-C3’s in its
first year. They included Lit-
tle Traverse Conservancy,
Charlevoix County Humane
Society, Training Wheels
Childcare Center, Raven Hill
Discovery Center,
Charlevoix County Commu-

nity Foundation, St. Joseph
Catholic Church, South Arm
ORV Club, Kiersten’s Ride,
Camp Quality, and Helping
Hearts. 

Twenty six beautifully
decorated trees in a number
of  creative themes were do-
nated by the following indi-
viduals, businesses and
organizations. Crossroads
Ecumenical Resale Shop,
Sole Sisters Group, Willem
Roelofs Carpentry,
Charlevoix Area Humane
Society, Inner Structure In-
terior Design, Bergmann
Center, The Insurance Shop,
Training Wheels Childcare
Center, East Jordan Lion’s
Club, Billie’s Floral and

Boutique, Grace Battista –
EJ Shoppe & Mary’s of
Boyne, East Jordan Girl
Scout Troop #4455, Debbie
Peck, The Maple Tree,
Denise Micallef, Girl Scout
Troop #4378, Cellar 1914,
Charlevoix County Demo-
cratic Party, East Jordan
Historical Society, St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church,
Munson Healthcare Jordan
Valley Rehab Center, Wendy
Warren, Jordan Valley Com-
munity Band, Jordan Valley
Late Bloomers Garden Club,
Gunther’s General Store,
Gretchen Peck.

A huge thank you and
much appreciation for their
support and enthusiasm

which made this new event
such a huge success for so
many. Also, five (5) addi-
tional groups received a do-
nation from a local
benefactor to support their
organizations. Those groups
include, Jordan River Arts
Council, Jordan Valley Com-
munity Band, Leadership
Charlevoix County, Friends
of  the Jordan River Water-
shed and Paddle Antrim.
Mark your calendar for Sat-
urday, November 26th for
the Second Annual Mingle
and Jingle and Jubilee of
Trees for 501-C3’s

cinated or otherwise do not

need to quarantine. These
include self-monitoring for
signs of  illness, limiting
your social gatherings, al-
ways wearing a mask while
at work and other indoor
settings, and getting tested
4-6 days after exposure.
Household exposures are
the highest risk for infec-
tion, followed by those in
close contact for prolonged
periods while unmasked at
work, while eating, or in
athletic or other indoor ac-
tivities where there is close
contact. Please be extra cau-
tious to reduce close contact
if  you are a confirmed close
contact as you are at high
risk for getting COVID-19.

“All of  us must decide

what risk is acceptable
when choosing activities to
attend. With holiday gather-
ings upon us everyone must
consider not only their own
health but the health and
safety of  their friends and
relatives, including those
they may care for and those
they may visit,” Dr. Meyer-
son said. “We all need to bal-
ance the desire to 'be
careful' with the need for so-
cial interaction and time
with loved ones,” he said,
adding he wishes everyone a
warm, healthy, and happy
holiday.

COVID-19 vaccinations –
including booster shots –
are widely available at phar-
macies, health care
providers and health de-
partment clinics. A par-
ent/guardian must
accompany anyone younger
than 18 to a COVID-19 clinic.
Please bring an insurance
card to the appointment.
Anyone with questions or
unable to find.

ONE YEAR
LATER
froM Pg. 1

by tiNA suNDeLius
Boyne City - Updates on

short term rentals in the city
and the Marine Expansion
grant application were pre-
sented and Derek Rasmussen
was appointed as the new Di-
rector of  Public Works re-
placing retiring Director Tim
Faas at the December 14 City
Commission Meeting in
Boyne City.

Planning Director Scott
McPherson gave an informa-
tive presentation on the
Short Term Rental situation
within the city. In 2019 the
city established a goal to in-
crease housing availability.
McPherson explained that
examining the issues arising
from short term rentals and
their impact on the commu-
nity is one of  the steps to

meet that goal. In July the
city signed a contract with
Granicus, an organization
that provides real time data
on the short term rental list-
ings.  One hundred and forty-
one short term rental units
have been identified, that’s
5.8% of  the 2,411 housing
units in the city. “Any given
night there could be 300 peo-
ple staying in town,” said
McPherson. Twenty-nine of
the identified short term
rentals are homesteads. …
“they aren’t taking away
from the available housing
stock,” said McPherson.  Po-
lice Chief  Kevin Spate was
asked to speak on the impact
short term rentals had on law
enforcement. “There are very
few complaints we get from
Short term rentals,” he said.
He specified that complaints

are usually about parking,
noise, and trash. Spate stated
that he felt educating guests
could eliminate those com-
plaints. He concluded with
“…short term rentals in
Boyne City has not had an
Impact on law enforcement.
For the list of  the short term
rentals we have, we have an
extremely low complaint list
that’s been compiled.” The
presentation was very de-
tailed and can be found on
the city website.

Harbormaster Barb
Brooks presented a revised
project plan for the Marina
Redevelopment Grant Appli-
cation that includes 126 feet
of  shoreline reduction. “The
cost is a wash. It’s going to
cost less of  course because
you’re eliminating some of
these slips but we’re picking

up slips elsewhere,” she said.
The Original plan attracted a
great deal of  opposition from
residents. The city was apply-
ing for 67% funding of  the
construction costs of  a
$3,210,043 project. Brooks
presented a revised plan to
shrink B dock by almost half
and extending E and D docks.
She also addressed the ques-
tion of  the expansion inter-
fering with the 4th of  July
fireworks display with a draft
letter of  understanding ad-
dressed to the fireworks com-
mittee, stating that the city
would not create a negative
impact on the 4th of  July by
renting any slip that would
interfere with the fireworks.
She also addressed the ques-
tion of  just repairing what is
already there stating that it is
not viable without grant

funds. “Replacing exactly
what we have is approxi-
mately $2.1 million dollars.
Without a large grant there is
just no way, the numbers just
don’t add up,” she explained.
Changing the grant applica-
tion will bring added issues
with the grant application
board. “We are crossing our
fingers that regulatory will
be ok with these final
changes within the interior,”
she concluded. “I feel that a
majority of  the community
does support this,” said Com-
missioner Nemecek who
would like to see the public
surveyed. Commissioners
passed a motion for Brooks to
move forward with the grant
application under the revised
plan. She expects to have the
application ready for submis-
sion by the end of  the month.

Director of  Public Works,
Tim Faas received a heartfelt
farewell from the Commis-
sion. Faas is retiring on Dec
30. “He has done a wonderful
job working for the city, he is
a community person,” said
Mayor Conklin. Derek Ras-
mussen was appointed as Di-
rector of  Public Works for the
City of  Boyne City.  “I feel
that Derek’s going to do well
in this position it’s definitely
a position that he can grow
into,” said Faas. The motion
passed 4/1 with Moody op-
posed.  “I’m confident that
Derek is the right person for
this job,” said City Manager
Michael Cain.

b o y N e  c i t y  c o M M i s s i o N  M e e t i N g ,  D e c e M b e r  1 4 ,  2 0 2 1

New Director of Public Works appointed as Faas retires

House Bills keeping kids safe in school, lowering housing costs for Michiganders, cutting taxes 

The Health Department of
Northwest Michigan is re-
porting the following case
information:

• On Friday, Dec. 17, 43
new cases of  COVID-19 were
reported in Antrim (7),
Charlevoix (10), Emmet (10),
and Otsego (16).

• On Saturday, Dec. 18, 32
new cases of  COVID-19 were
reported in Antrim (2),
Charlevoix (9), Emmet (14),
and Otsego (7), and one new
COVID-19 associated death
in Charlevoix County.

• On Sunday, Dec. 19, 13
new cases of  COVID-19 were
reported in Antrim (3),
Charlevoix (2), Emmet (5),
and Otsego (3), and two new
COVID-19 associated deaths
in Antrim County (1) and Ot-
sego County (1).

• On Monday, Dec. 20, 62
new cases of  COVID-19 were
reported in Antrim (9),
Charlevoix (8), Emmet (30),
and Otsego (15), and five new

COVID-19 associated deaths
in Antrim County (1),
Charlevoix County (1),
Emmet County (1), and Ot-
sego County (2).

As of  4 p.m. December 20,
the cumulative case count
information for the Health
Department of  Northwest
Michigan is:

• Total COVID-19 cases in
the following counties:
Antrim (3,084), Charlevoix
(3,338), Emmet (4,417), and
Otsego (4,236).

• Recovered COVID-19
cases in the following coun-
ties: Antrim (2,680),
Charlevoix (2,824), Emmet
(3,679), and Otsego (3,594).

• Confirmed COVID-19 as-
sociated deaths in the follow-
ing counties: Antrim (48),
Charlevoix (50), Emmet (58),
and Otsego (77).

On December 20, the State
of  Michigan reported
1,434,837 cases and 25,984
deaths.

COVID-19 CASE COUNTS

Nearly $1 billion supple-
mental includes COVID test-
ing for kids, rental
assistance for families, safe
water for communities, advo-
cacy for nursing home resi-
dents, funds for law
enforcement 

Monday, Governor
Gretchen Whitmer signed
HB 4398, a nearly $1 billion
supplemental bill that in-
vests federal funds from the
American Rescue Plan to
keep kids safe and learning
in-person, protect seniors in
nursing homes, and ensure
Michiganders can stay in
their homes. She also signed
HB 5376, which cuts taxes for
small businesses, and SB
103, which will simplify plan-
ning and development of
electric transmission lines.
The governor was joined by
Speaker Jason Wentworth
and Majority Leader Mike
Shirkey, who were instru-
mental in the passage of  all
three bills. 

“Today, I signed a biparti-
san supplemental bill that
will help keep our kids safe
and learning in-person, help
families stay in their homes,
and cut taxes for small busi-

nesses,” said Governor
Gretchen Whitmer. “For
months, legislative leaders
and I have been working to-
gether in good faith to find
the most effective way to
spend the federal dollars
sent to Michigan by the
American Rescue
Plan. Today, we took an-
other big step forward when
I signed a nearly $1 billion
investment that will help
kids safe and learning in
school, recruit and retain
more teachers, protect sen-
iors in nursing homes, help
communities tackle lead in
their drinking water, and get
vaccines out the door even
faster. I am grateful to the
committee chairs, the caucus
leaders, and the legislators
for the hard work they put in
to deliver critical aid to fami-
lies, communities, and small
businesses as we continue
building our economy back
stronger than ever. Our
progress is a testament to
what’s possible when we
work together, and this
bill will build on progress
we made earlier this year to
enact the largest education
investment in state history

and pass a balanced, bipar-
tisan budget that made
game-changing investments
in skills, bridges, childcare,
and so much more.”   

Supplemental Investments 
• $150 million for COVID

school testing to keep kids
safe and learning in-person.  

• $140 million for rental as-
sistance to help Michigan-
ders stay in their homes.  

• $36.3 million to help com-
munities tackle lead, fund
water distribution, inspec-
tions, blood testing, and
more.  

• $14.1 million for a Nurs-
ing Home Strike Teams
grant to help older Michi-
ganders stay safe in nursing
homes.  

• $10 million to support
teacher recruitment, train-
ing, development, and reten-

tion.  
• $6.9 million for Michigan

State Police to help them
continue protecting public
safety.  

Education Investment 
In July, Governor Whit-

mer signed a bipartisan
funding bill that made the
largest investment in preK-
12 education in Michigan
history. The bill closed the
funding gap between schools
in Michigan, enrolled 22,000
kids and counting in free
preschool through the Great
Start Readiness Program,
and helped schools to hire
more nurses, counselors,
and social workers. 

Bipartisan Budget   
In September, Governor

Whitmer signed the Fiscal
Year 2022 budget bill that in-
cludes game-changing in-

vestments in childcare and
delivers on the kitchen-table
issues that matter most to
families, communities, and
small business. The budget
puts 167,000 Michiganders on
a tuition-free path to higher-
education or skills training,
repairs or replaces 100
bridges while creating 2,500
jobs, and made a $500 million
deposit into our rainy
day fund, the largest one-
time ever, bringing its bal-
ance to nearly $1.4 billion,
the highest ever.   

Michigan’s Nursing
Homes through COVID-19 

Michigan put seniors first
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Governor Whitmer
acted quickly, followed the
science, and listened to ex-
perts to slow the spread of
the virus in our communi-

ties. Michigan worked
around the clock to secure
PPE and required testing for
residents and staff. The ad-
ministration put nursing
home residents and staff
first when it came to vacci-
nations, vaccinating over
264,000 nursing home resi-
dents of  all races across
Michigan.  

Independent experts and
senior advocates agreed that
Michigan’s nursing home
policy was “right on,” with
the former head of  the
AARP praising the state’s ac-
tions to keep Michiganders
safe in nursing homes. An
independent expert from the
University of  Michigan said
that “found the governor’s
strategy to be reasonable
and appropriate.”

courtesy Photo

Mingle & Jingle – Jubilee
of Trees for 501-C3’s
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LANSING, Mich. - Gover-
nor Whitmer today signed
House bill 4172, 4247, and 5026
to put Michigan first by sup-
porting Michigan’s first re-
sponders and emergency
services.  

First Responders 

House Bill 4172 will amend
the Worker's Disability Com-
pensation Act to include cur-
rent and former part-time,
paid on-call, or volunteer fire-
fighters under the First Re-
sponder Presumed Coverage
Fund. This enables firefight-
ers who develop certain can-
cers to claim worker's
compensation benefits from
the First Responder Pre-
sumed Coverage Fund.   

“Michigan’s firefighters--
whether they are full time,
part-time or volunteer coura-
geously sacrifice their time
and health to serve our com-
munities and keep us safe,”
said Governor Whitmer.
“First responders and their
families should know that the
state of  Michigan will sup-
port them during their time
of  need. House Bill 4172 will
expand the options for fire-
fighters to receive benefits for
cancer treatment. We owe
our state’s firefighters end-
less thanks for their selfless
acts of  service.” 

“Our first responders put

their lives on the line every
day to protect us – that’s why
it’s important we ensure
they’re taken care of  when
their work leads to injury
and illness,” said Rep. Jeff
Yaroch R-Richmond. “I ap-
preciate the bipartisan sup-
port for taking care of
firefighters.” 

“Firefighters are exposed
every day while on the job to
cancer causing toxins,” said
Mark Docherty, President of
Michigan Professional Fire
Fighters Union. “They have
much higher rates of  cancer
both occurring while still ac-
tive and once retired.  We are
grateful to Reps. Allor and
Rep. Yaroch for introducing
this legislation and for Gover-
nor Whitmer’s signature.
House Bill 4171 and 4172 will
mean that all fire fighters will
have the same access to the
First Responders Presumed
Coverage Fund in their great-
est time of  need.” 

House Bill 4172 was spon-
sored by Rep. Jeff Yaroch R-
Richmond

House Bill 4247 will change
the calculation of  the Sur-
vivor Tuition Grant, a pro-
gram that provides tuition
assistance to children whose
parents were killed in the
line of  duty in Michigan.
Under current law, a person
is not eligible for tuition
grant assistance through the

Survivor Tuition Grant un-
less their school’s financial
aid office determines that the
student has financial need.
House Bill 4247 would elimi-
nate that requirement, allow-
ing more surviving children
to access the funds. 

“Michigan police officers
and firefighters have served
our communities with honor
and dedication, and the Sur-
vivor Tuition Grant is crucial

in honoring the children of
our fallen first responders,”
said Governor Whitmer.
“This bill will streamline
benefits under the Survivor
Tuition Grant, helping allevi-
ate the financial burden for
the families of  those who
have sacrificed so much to
keep us safe.” 

“Our police officers, fire-
fighters, and their families
give so much for us,” said

Rep. Matt Koleszar D-Ply-
mouth. “With this action,
we're honoring the memories
of  all of  those who made the
ultimate sacrifice by honor-
ing their commitments to
their families after they pass.
I'm thrilled to see this bill
signed into law." 

House Bill 4247 was spon-
sored by Rep. Matt Koleszar
D-Plymouth. 

Emergency Services 

House Bill 5026 will amend
the Emergency 9-1-1-Service
Enabling Act to continue
funding until December 31,
2027. The bill will also
streamline 9-1-1 system capa-
bilities, increase the prepaid
wireless 9-1-1 surcharge, and
make other changes to im-
prove the 9-1-1 system. 

“Maintaining and expand-
ing public safety is a respon-
sibility of  our government,”
said Governor Whitmer.
“When an emergency occurs,
our state's first responders
are ready to take action.
Funding our state’s critical 9-
1-1 services is necessary to
equip our state in times of
need.”  

"Public safety is one of  the
core responsibilities of  gov-
ernment,” said Rep. Julie Cal-
ley R-Portland. “If  we fail to
take action, we’d be shirking
our responsibility and letting
down every single Michigan-
der who relies on 911 to be at
the ready when an emer-
gency occurs .The software
and technology we have
today to support the trained
experts on the line is truly in-
credible – but it’s not free. It’s
absolutely essential to make
sure this fund is sustainable
long into the future.” 

House Bill 5026 was spon-
sored by Rep. Julie Calley R-
Portland

House bills supporting first responders and emergency services 
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Anyone seeking a career
as a Michigan conservation
officer may get the opportu-
nity to pursue it next year,
as the DNR will be recruit-
ing for a 2022 academy.
While dates and locations
are still being planned, in-
terested candidates should
start the application
process now by signing up
for an upcoming Michigan
Commission on Law En-
forcement Standards physi-
cal fitness test.

“The department wants
to provide interested candi-
dates with as much notice
as possible so they can
begin the hiring process,”
said F/Lt. Jason Wicklund,
DNR Law Enforcement Di-
vision. “The best way to
begin is to sign up for a
physical fitness test, be-
cause test dates and loca-
tions tend to fill up quickly
and may require travel.”

A passing MCOLES phys-
ical fitness test score is
mandatory for resident and
out-of-state applicants to
apply for the 2022 academy.

Every Michigan conser-
vation officer is provided a
DNR patrol truck to take
home so they can start and
end each day without re-
porting to an office. The offi-
cers also have access to
off-road vehicles, boats,
snowmobiles and other
equipment to safely and
successfully patrol Michi-
gan’s most beautiful – and
often hard-to-reach – desti-
nations. Conservation offi-
cers make their own
schedules, often splitting
shifts throughout the day,
and receive continuous pro-
fessional development op-
portunities to advance their
careers.

Interested? Contact a re-
cruiter who can answer
questions and help prepare
serious candidates for the
process.

Refer back to the DNR
website and social media
channels for the upcoming
hiring announcement,
which will include dates
and information about the
academy locations.

Interested in becoming
a DNR conservation 
officer?

by PAtrick beVier  
One of  Michigan’s most el-

egant, entertaining, and enig-
matic bird species are
Sandhill cranes. Here are
some terrific tidbits about
those plump, powerful, and
prehistoric birds:

NAMe gAMe: 
The scientific name of

Sandhill cranes is Antigone
canadensis (formerly Grus
canadensis). The Greek word
Antigone is straight from
mythology. Antigone was the
daughter of  Oedipus and
stars in the play written by
Sophocles. The species name,
canadensis, denotes the area
where it was first described
by prolific classification sci-
entist Carolus Linnaeus in
1758. The genus Antigone is a
rather exclusive “club” with
only four species found
worldwide. The common
name, Sandhill, refers to a
preferred habitat-type includ-
ing Nebraska’s Sandhills on
the American Plains. Up to
500,000 of  these birds – almost
75% of  the total population -
migrate through that area an-
nually!  

DoWNright 
DiNosAur-ish: 

In structure and relative
proportions cranes resemble
the group of  dinosaurs
known as Therapods (which,
remarkably, includes veloci-
raptors!). In reality, they are
living dinosaurs, with discov-
ered crane fossils dating back
over 10-million years! This
gives them one of  the longest
fossil history of  any extant
bird.

coLor chArActeristics: 
The plumage of  both male

and female adult cranes is
largely dark gray with
brownish-tan overtones.
These lanky birds have black
legs, red foreheads (which is
a featherless area of  exposed
skin), white cheeks, and long,
dark pointed bills. Immature
birds are lighter with red-
dish-brown backs and wings
and grayish bellies. Crane
chicks, called colts, are usu-
ally cinnamon brown with
white and orange patches. 

siziNg uP sANDhiLLs: 
These birds are Michigan’s

largest avian species. Male
cranes are heavier than fe-
males and tip the scales from
10 to 14 pounds while the fe-
males weigh in at 6 to 10
pounds. The males tower up
to 5-feet tall while females are
slightly shorter and stretch
the tape measure to about 4-
½ feet. Their impressive
wingspan, that may reach 7-
½ feet, makes cranes skilled
soaring birds similar to

hawks and eagles. They ride
thermal updrafts and can
stay aloft for hours with only
occasional flapping neces-
sary. 

crANe cuisiNe: 
Sandhill cranes are omniv-

orous and devour a wide-va-
riety of  foodstuffs with
herbaceous offerings such as
roots, aquatic plants, berries,
seeds, and wheat ranking up
there in preference. Leftover
corn in farm fields is impor-
tant to Sandhills preparing
for migration, providing
them with nutrients for the
lengthy journey. Breeding
birds are more apt to be car-
nivorous with worms, in-
sects, snails, amphibians,
fish, and small mammals on
the menu. The extremely dot-
ing parents are relentless at
catching worms, grubs, in-
sects, and other “meaty”
items to feed their fast-grow-
ing colts. 

LeNgthy LifesPANs: 
Sandhill’s are among

Michigan’s longest lived birds
and survive up to 40 years,
with 20 years being the aver-
age lifespan. 

Nursery NeWs:  
Sandhill crane pairs mate

for life and raise one brood of
young per year. Both mem-
bers of  a breeding pair build
the nest using mostly aquatic
plant material, usually in
marshes, bogs, or other wet-
land habitats. Females de-
posit one to three (usually
two) pale-colored eggs with
brown markings in April or
May. Crane dads are far from
chauvinistic as both parents
take turns incubating the
eggs for about 30 days. The
chicks are born “good to go”
(precocial) as they are cov-
ered with down, with their

eyes open, and are able to
venture from the nest on the
first day! The parents feed the
colts extensively for the first
few weeks and gradually let
up until the young reach in-
dependence at 9 to 10 months
old. Mated pairs stay together
year round, and migrate
south as a group with their
offspring. Young cranes re-
main with the family until
one to two months before the
parents lay the next clutch of
eggs the following year, re-
maining with them for 10–12
months. After leaving their
parents, the juveniles form
nomadic flocks – also known
as chasses - until they find
their own mate at two and
seven years old.

treMeNDous truMPets: 
Sandhills have a unique

saxophone shaped trachea.
With it they give a loud,
trumpeting call that can be
heard for very long distances,
especially when flying in
groups. The call resembles a
deep, rolled “r” in the throat
and mated pairs display a
“unison calling” behavior
where they stand together
calling in a synchronized cho-
rus.  

sNoWbirDs: 
Sandhill cranes fly south

for the winter and often mi-
grate in flocks of  over 100
birds in the sky together.
During their migration they
may stop over in areas where
their numbers are enormous.
Case in point, in some fields
in Indiana tens of  thousands
of  cranes congregate as a
stopover on their southern
migration (photographer
friends have actually cap-
tured shots of  cranes playing
catch with corn cobs in these
fields!). In their wintering
areas, they may form flocks

of  over 10,000 birds. 

fAbuLous fLiers:  
During migration, cranes

may travel more than 300
miles a day. They’re fleet
fliers, reaching speeds of  up
to 35 miles per hour.

festiVAL for 
feAthereD-frieNDs: 

An annual Sandhill Crane
Festival is held each Novem-
ber at Bosque del Apache Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge south
of Albuquerque, New Mex-
ico. The event typically
brings together thousands of
crane-lovers and thousands
of  cranes!    

DANciNg With the
crANes

: The cranes undulating
mating dances were imitated
by Neolithic people in Turkey
in 6500 B.C. as part of  their
marriage rituals. Many other
civilization’s dance forms are
attributed to imitating these
birds. Some historians be-
lieve that dance, in general,
was invented to pattern the
movements of  cranes. Ani-
mated cranes are also found
in hieroglyphs dating back as
far as 4,000 years!   

MichigAN MigrAtioNs: 
The Mitten State is smack

dab in the center of  one of
the Sandhill cranes migra-
tory flyways with substantial
numbers of  birds making our
habitats their breeding
grounds from spring until
fall each year. We are consid-
ered in the mid-continental
migratory route where birds
from as far north as Canada
migrate to the southern US
and Mexico.  

coMebAck crANes: 

Nationally, crane numbers
approached extinction in the
1930’s when many factors
brought them to the brink of
being wiped off the face of
the Earth. Concerted conser-
vation efforts – like hunting
regulations and habitat
restoration - have been ex-
traordinarily successful at in-
creasing bird densities.
These are important inter-
ventions when you consider
usually only one colt survives
each year per mating pair.
Sandhills are now the most
numerous of  the crane
species while their close rela-
tives, the whooping cranes,
are on the endangered
species list. 

MAkiNg WhooPy: 
Occasionally, Sandhill

cranes and Whooping cranes
will mate. One famous Wis-
consin baby that resulted
from such a pairing was
given the catchy name of,
“Whoopsie!”

PLethorA of PreDAtors: 
As a conspicuous ground-

dwelling species, Sandhill
cranes are at risk from myr-
iad predators. Depending on
the crane’s size and life stage,
foxes, coyotes, cougars, bob-
cats, hawks, eagles, crows
and snapping turtles are fre-
quent predators in the Great
Lakes State.

DefeNsiVe DuDes: 
Sandhill cranes are formi-

dable when defending them-
selves and their young. They
ward off aerial pursuers by
jumping high and kicking
their strong legs. Actively
brooding adults are more
likely to react aggressively to
potential predators to defend
their colts. Defensive behav-
iors include them moving for-
ward while hissing, with
their wings open and bills
pointed. If  the predator per-
sists, the crane stabs with its
powerful bill that’s capable of
piercing the skulls of  smaller
carnivores. 

kArAte crANes: 
Made popular in the

Karate Kid movie, “the
crane” stance is used in
karate but has a different
name. It involves a one-
legged position that launches
into a flying jump kick.
Karate aficionados claim that
the movie caused a noticeable
uptick in martial arts stu-
dents in the US!

There are just a few fun
facts about those phenome-
nal, feathery females and fel-
lows, the Sandhill cranes.
With good luck you will hap-
pen across one or more on
your adventures in the woods
or on the waters of  the
Wolverine State!  

M i c h i g A N ’ s  A M A z i N g  A N i M A L s :  

Stupendous Sandhill Cranes

(coPyright Photo by JoNi roberts) 

A group of sandhill cranes dance while tossing around a corn cob on one of their migration layovers. 
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Anna Richards
Red Devils Basketball

athlete    weekof
the

Anna Richards had a great
night against in county rival
Boyne City last week with 14
points.

Alex Calcaterra 
Ramblers Basketball

Alex Calcaterra lit it up with
33 points in the win over the
East Jordan Red Devils.

g i r L s  b A s k e t b A L L

Subscribe
Distributed to boyne city, east Jordan, charlevoix,
boyne falls, Walloon Lake, ellsworth and Atwood.

contact us today at: 989-732-8160

friendly& positive news and sports
covering all of Charlevoix County

by: DoM sANtiNA

Boyne City would host East Jor-
dan on Friday, December 17 for a
rivalry battle and a game that
could possibly get a team going in
the right direction. The Ramblers
came into the game with a 0-3
record. While the Red Devils came
into the game with a 1-4 record.
The Red Devils opened the season
with a win over Mancelona, but
then dropped a matchup with Jo-
hannesburg- Lewiston in over-
time. Then they would lose to
Pickford, Elk Rapids and Cheboy-
gan. 

The Red Devils would jump out
to a slim 4-1 lead after the first
quarter. The second quarter
would be a bit more productive, as
the Red Devils would still lead 17-
11 heading into the break. The
Red Devils would be able to ex-
pand the lead in the third quarter,
out scoring the Ramblers 10-6.
The Red Devils would use a 8-2
fourth quarter to lock up a 34-19
win. 

The Ramblers would be led by
Morgan Deming with 11 points.
The loss moves the Ramblers to 0-
4 on the season and to 0-2 in the
Lake Michigan Conference. They
will be off till after the holiday
break, where they will look to
turn their season around. 

The win moves the Red Devils
to 2-4 on the season and 1-1 in the
LMC. The Red Devils were led by
Anna Richards with 14 points and
Mycah Heise with 8 points. The
Red Devils will also be off till after
the holiday break. 

Red Devils beat Ramblers
for much needed win 

Mycah heise (24) of east Jordan drives to the hoop for a basket against the rambler defense of elly Day (10).
(Photo by chris fiel)

red Devil senior, Anna richards (3),
launches a triple late in the second half
against the ramblers. (Photo by chris fiel) 

boyne city’s brook Williams drives against the defense of east Jordan’s Lindsey
cross (20). (Photo by chris fiel) 

rambler junior braylyn rincon takes a baseline jumper over the red Devil de-
fense early on in the contest. (Photo by chris fiel) 

Stupendous Sandhill Cranes
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BOYS
BASKETBALL
STANDINGS

big North coNfereNce
Team                                Conf           Ovr
Cadillac                              2-0           3-1
Petoskey                            1-0           2-1
Alpena                                0-1           3-1
TC Central                          0-0           1-2
TC West                             0-0           1-3
Gaylord                               0-2           0-3

LAke MichigAN 
coNfereNce
Boyne City                          1-0           3-0
St Francis                           1-0           2-0
Kalkaska                             2-0           2-1
Elk Rapids                          1-1           1-1
East Jordan                        0-1           3-1
Harbor Springs                   0-1           3-1
Charlevoix                          0-2           2-2
Grayling                              0-1           2-2

strAits AreA coNfereNce
Rudyard                              2-0           3-0
Cheboygan                         1-0           1-1
Sault                                   1-1           1-3
St Ignace                            0-1           2-2
Newberry                            0-2           0-2

ski VALLey coNfereNce
Onaway                              1-0           1-0
Gaylord St Mary                 2-0           2-1
Mancelona                          2-0           2-2
Inland Lakes                       1-1           1-2
Joburg-Lewiston                 1-1           1-2
Central Lake                       0-1           1-1
Bellaire                               0-1           1-2
Forest Area                         0-1           0-1
Pellston                              0-2           0-4

North stAr -
LittLe DiPPer
Hillman                               3-0           3-0
Hale                                    1-2           1-3
Au Gres-Sims                     0-0           2-1
Posen                                 0-0           2-1
Atlanta                                0-0           2-3
Fairview                              0-2           0-4

North stAr -
big DiPPer
Oscoda                               1-0           2-3
Rogers City                        2-2           2-2
Alcona                                1-1           2-2
Charlton Heston                 0-0           2-1
Mio                                     0-0           1-3
W-P                                    0-2           1-3

NortherN LAkes 
coNfereNce
Ellsworth                             1-0           2-0
Boyne Falls                        0-0           1-0
Harbor Lt Chr                     0-0           1-1
Mackinaw City                    0-0           1-1
Alanson                              0-0           0-0
Alba                                    0-0           0-0
North Mich Chr                   0-1           0-3
Vanderbilt                           0-0           0-1
Wolverine                           0-0           0-1

GIRLS
BASKETBALL
STANDINGS

big North 
coNfereNce
Team                                Conf           Ovr
Gaylord                               1-0           3-1
Cadillac                              1-1           2-2
TC Central                          0-0           4-1
Petoskey                            0-0           3-1
Alpena                                0-1           3-3
TC West                             0-0           2-2

LAke MichigAN 
coNfereNce
Harbor Springs                   2-0           6-0
St Francis                           3-0           5-1
Elk Rapids                          2-0           3-1
East Jordan                        1-1           2-4
Charlevoix                          1-2           1-6
Grayling                              0-2           2-3
Boyne City                          0-2           0-4
Kalkaska                             0-3           0-5

strAits AreA 
coNfereNce
Rudyard                              2-0           2-1
Cheboygan                         1-0           4-2
Sault                                   1-1           5-3
St Ignace                            0-1           3-1
Newberry                            0-1           0-4

ski VALLey 
coNfereNce
Posen                                 0-0           3-0
Atlanta                                0-0           1-1
Hillman                               0-0           2-3
Fairview                              0-0           1-2
Hale                                    0-0           1-3
Au Gres-Sims                     0-0           0-1

North stAr LeAgue-
LittLe DiPPer
Posen                               10-0         13-1
Hillman                               7-2         10-7
Fairview                              6-4           7-5
Hale                                    4-5           7-7
Atlanta                                1-9          2-11
Au Gres-Sims                     1-9         2-15

NortherN LAkes 
coNfereNce
Boyne Falls                        1-0           1-0
Mackinaw City                    1-0           2-0
Wolverine                           1-0           1-0
Harbor Lt Chr                     2-0           3-2
Vanderbilt                           1-1           1-1
North Mich Chr                   1-1           1-2
Alanson                              0-0           0-1
Alba                                    0-1           0-1
Ellsworth                             0-4           0-5

North stAr LeAgue-
big DiPPer
Oscoda                               0-0           2-0
Rogers City                        0-0           2-2
W-P                                    0-0           2-2
Alcona                                0-0           2-3
Mio                                     0-0           0-0
Charlton Heston                 0-0           0-3

HOCKEY
STANDINGS

big North coNfereNce
Team                                Conf           Ovr
Alpena                                3-0           5-4
Petoskey                            2-1           7-2
TC West                          1-1-1        5-1-1
TC Central                       1-1-1        4-2-1
Cadillac                              0-2           4-5
Gaylord                               0-2        3-5-1

W r e s t L i N g

by: DoM sANtiNA

The Rayders Wrestling team com-
peted against Rogers and Frankfort
on Wednesday, December 15. The
Rayders would end up taking team
wins against both teams as they
would beat Rogers City 51-6 and
Frankfort 48-9. 

In the matchup, there were a cou-
ple highlights, as Sam Fry would
continue to stay undefeated going 2-0
in the 130 lb class. Landon Swanson
defeated the third ranked wrestler
Anthony Paul from Rogers City at
189 lbs. While Bray Jess defeated the
twelfth ranked Isaac Paul of  Roger
City. 

The rest of  the Rayders would fin-
ish out as follow : 

Jimmy Descamps, Junior, 112 lbs.
2 and 0

Sam Fry, Junior 130 lbs., 2 and 0
Jamie Parrish, Sophomore, 140

lbs., 1 and 1
Ellery Smith, Junior, 145 lbs., 2

and 0
Rick Wise, Freshman, 152 lbs., 1

and 1
Brady Jess, Freshman, 160 lbs., 2

and 0
Trevor Streeter, Freshman, 171

lbs., 2 and 0
Landon Swanson, Sophomore, 189

lbs. 2 and 0
Adam Streeter, Sophomore, 215

lbs., 1 and 1
Conner Ortiz, Freshman, HWT, 2

and 0

In an exhibition matchup, Ben
Matter, 189 lbs., 2 and 0 on his day.
The team will be off until after the
holiday break. 

Rayders beat Rogers City and Frankfort

by: DoM sANtiNA

The Boyne City Wrestling team
would welcome Petoskey and Tra-
verse City St. Francis to town for
their first home match of  the season.
As a team the Ramblers would end
up splitting the day going 1-1, with a
37-10 win over the Gladiators. They
would then fall to the Northmen 54-
30. 

As individuals, Tim Bowman
would remain perfect picking up two
more wins to move to 7-0. Jordan
McBee, Bobby Hoth and Morgan Er-
ickson would all finish 2-0 on the
day. Aron Markvics, Curtis Yang,
Collin Schoolcraft and Jacob Bush
would each go 1-1. The rest of  the
team would be rounded out by Lydia
Krauss going 0-1 and Wailand Smith
going 0-2. 

A big moment on the day would be
Jordan McBee and Tim Bowman
being honored as part of  the 100 win
club. Boyne City would travel to
Chippewa Hills for a wrestling invite
on Saturday, December 18. 

Joe LoreN MeMoriAL 
iNVitAtioNAL 

The Ramblers would end up hav-
ing eight wrestlers and be able to
post a 10 place finish out of  24 teams. 

At the 125lbs weight class, Tim
Bowman once again secured a tour-
nament championship for the Ram-
blers.  After beginning as the
number one seed, he won his first
and second matches. In the semis he
took a victory by decision, and in the
finals earned an overtime victory to
win the tournament/ This is Bow-
man’s  second championship in as
many weeks this season. 

Also at 125lbs Aron Markovics fin-
ished the day 1-2, earning 1  win, be-
fore falling in two straight matches
to be eliminated.

At the 130lbs weight class Jordan
McBee brought back a 2 place finish,
receiving the  number 1 seed, he
took his first match and his semifi-
nal match,  before falling in the fi-
nals to Midland. 

At the 145lbs weight class Curtis
Yang went 0-2 on the day.

At the 152lbs weight class, Lydia
Krauss competing in the boys var-
sity division, brings back an 8 place
finish. She won her first round
match,  which guaranteed her place-
ment. She finished the day with a
couple of  hard fought matches.

At the 171lbs weight class Jacob
Bush brought back our second tour-
nament championship of  the week-
end. He won his first and  second

match. In his semifinal opponent in-
jury defaulted out sending Bush into
the finals, where he wrestled last
year’s 152lbs state runner-up and
took him out via overtime decision. 

At the 189lbs weight class Bobby

Hoth had to take
an early injury default, prematurely
ending his tournament.

At the 285lbs weight class Collin
Schoolcraft put up some good fight,
but ended 0-2 on the day. 

The Ramblers are off now until
after the holiday break. 

Bowman, McBee Join the 100 Win Club

brady Jess vs. isaac Paul of rogers city.   courtesy Photo

Landon swanson vs. Anthony Paul of rogers city.  courtesy photo.

ramblers wrestlers bowman and bush won their division, while krauss takes eighth  and Mcbee earning a second place finish. courtesy photo.

Photo by kiM cuLVerPhoto by kiM cuLVer
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Lancers 
get first
conference
victory
by: DoM sANtiNA 

After an opening game win
against Bellaire last week. The
Lancers of  Ellsworth traveled to
Burt Lake Northern Michigan
Christian Academy on Monday,
December 14 to start conference
play. 

It would not take long for the
Lancers to find the offense they
had all last season. As they would
open the game with a 25 point
first quarter and hold a 25-6 lead.
The second quarter would look
very similar to the first, as the
Lancers would put up another 22
points. The defensive effort would
hold the Eagles to just five points
and would give the Lancers a 47-
11 lead at halftime. 

In the second half, the foot
would come off the gas pedal for
the Lancers as they would put up
19 points, while holding the Ea-
gles to only 2 points. That would
give them a very comfortable 66-
13 lead heading into the fourth
quarter. The Eagles would get to
see their most productive quarter
come in the final minutes. They
would put up 8 points, while hold-
ing the Lancers to just 4. 

The lead would have the game
well out of  hand by that time
though and give the Lancers their
second win of  the season by a
final of  70-21. The Lancers would
get 25 points from Kelan Pletcher
and 22 points from Brayden
Steenwyk, Jacob Jenuwine would
also chip in 11 points. 

The Lancers are now 2-0 on the
season and 1-0 in the Northern
Lakes Conference. The next game
will be Tuesday, December 21
against Harbor Light Christian at
home before the holiday break. 

Loggers
open sea-
son with
convinc-
ing win
over 
Vanderbilt
by: DoM sANtiNA 

The Boyne Falls Boys Basket-
ball team opened their season
against Vanderbilt for a Northern
Lakes Conference opener. 

The Loggers would get off to a
good start as they would hold the
Yellow Jackets to only a single
point in the first quarter, while
the Loggers would put up 18. The
17 point lead for the Loggers
would only grow before halftime.
A 13-5 second quarter for the Log-
gers gave them a 31-6 lead head-
ing into the break. 

In the second half  nothing
would be any different, as the
Loggers would stretch the lead to
52-8. The lead would be enough
for the Loggers to cruise the rest
of  the way, only outscoring the
Yellow Jackets 11-5 in the fourth
quarter, to finish with a 63-14 vic-
tory. 

The Loggers were led by Ash-
ton Spang with 16 points. While
getting 13 points from Daniel Pow-
ers and 12 points from Gab Zarzy-
cki. The Loggers would also have
Zarzycki grab 11 rebounds as
well. 

“It was a good start everybody
got lots of  playing time. Now we
know what we have to improve on
for the next game,“ said Head
Coach Frank Hamilla. 

TheLoggers started the season
off 1-0 overall and 1-0 in the NLC
after the win. They will host
Cadillac Heritage Christian on
Tuesday, December 21 for their
second game of  the season and
the last before break. 

by: DoM sANtiNA

The Boyne City Boys Bas-
ketball team started their
conference games against
rival East Jordan on Friday,
December 17. After a 2-0
start against upper penin-
sula teams, the Ramblers
would look to get a win in
the northern lower. 

As is custom with rivalry
games in Charlevoix county
and the Lake Michigan Con-
ference, the game would be
played in front of  a very
strong turnout on both sides
of  the matchup. The Ram-
blers would use what turned
out to be a home crowd to
their advantage early. The
game was scheduled to be
played in East Jordan on

Thursday, but due to loss of
power during the wind
storm the game had to be
moved to Boyne City. 

The Ramblers would hold
a 19-8 lead at the end of  the
first quarter. The Ramblers
would see the lead close a
little bit, but would still hold
a 35-25 lead at halftime. The
Ramblers would have the
lead grow by 3 points in the

third quarter and have 52-39
heading to the fourth quar-
ter. That is when the game
would be in hand as the
Ramblers would secure the
win 73-57. 

The win has their record
go to 3-0 on the season and
now 1-0 in the Lake Michi-
gan Conference. The Ram-
blers were led by Alex
Calcaterra with 33 points.

Jack Neer would be able to
add in 14 points and Mason
Wilcox would add 11 points. 

The Ramblers will host
Cheboygan on Tuesday, De-
cember 21. This will be their
last game before the holiday
break. 

Calcaterra goes for 33,
Ramblers go to 3-0 

boyne’s Mason Wilcox (4) puts the ball on the floor and drives against the tight eJ defense. (Photo by chris fiel)

rambler guard, Alex calcaterra (11) explodes to rim for two of his 33 points on the night against the red Devils.
(Photo by chris fiel) 

eJ’s Lee Nemecek (23) gets position for a rebound against boyne’s Will brown.
(Photo by chris fiel) 

east Jordan’s Preston Malpass (4) powers up a basket during second half play
vs boyne city. (Photo by chris fiel)
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BOWL GAME SCHEDULE, SCORES
Friday, Dec. 17

bAhAMAs boWL
Middle Tennessee 31, 
Toledo Rockets 24

cure boWL
Coastal Carolina 47, 
Northern Illinois 41

Saturday, Dec. 18

bocA rAtoN boWL
Western Kentucky 59, 
App State 38

ceLebrAtioN boWL
South Carolina State 31, 
Jackson State 10

NeW Mexico boWL
Fresno State 31, 
UTEP 24

iNDePeNDeNce boWL
UAB 31, 
BYU 28

LeNDiNgtree boWL
Liberty 56, 
Eastern Michigan 20

LA boWL
Utah State 24, 
Oregon State 13

NeW orLeANs boWL
Louisiana 36, 
Marshall 21

Monday, Dec. 20

MyrtLe beAch boWL
Tulsa 30, 
Old Dominion 17

Tuesday, Dec. 21

fAMous iDAho PotAto boWL
Kent State vs. Wyoming
3:30 p.m. | ESPN
Albertsons Stadium in Boise, Idaho

frisco boWL
No. 24 San Diego State vs. UTSA
7:30 p.m. | ESPN
Toyota Stadium in Frisco, Texas

WeDNesDAy, Dec. 22
Armed Forces Bowl
Missouri vs. Army
8 p.m. | ESPN
Amon G. Carter Stadium in Fort

Worth, Texas

thursDAy, Dec. 23
Frisco Football Classic
Miami (Ohio) vs. North Texas
3:30 p.m. | ESPN
Toyota Stadium in Frisco, Texas

gAsPAriLLA boWL
Florida vs. UCF
7 p.m. | ESPN
Raymond James Stadium in Tampa,

Florida

Friday, Dec. 24

hAWAi’i boWL
Memphis vs. Hawai’i
8 p.m. | ESPN
Clarence T.C. Ching Athletics Com-

plex in Honolulu, Hawai’i

Saturday, Dec. 25

cAMeLLiA boWL
Ball State vs. Georgia State
2:30 p.m. | ESPN
Cramton Bowl in Montgomery, Ala-

bama

Monday, Dec. 27

Quick LANe boWL
Western Michigan vs. Nevada
11 a.m. | ESPN
Ford Field in Detroit, Michigan

MiLitAry boWL
East Carolina vs. Boston College
2:30 p.m. | ESPN
Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Sta-

dium in Annapolis, Maryland

Tuesday, Dec. 28
Birmingham Bowl
No. 20 Houston vs. Auburn
12 p.m. | ESPN
Protective Stadium in Birmingham,

Alabama

first resPoNDer boWL
Air Force vs. Louisville
3:15 p.m. | ESPN
Gerald J. Ford Stadium in Dallas,

Texas

Liberty boWL
Texas Tech vs. Mississippi State
6:45 p.m. | ESPN
Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium in

Memphis, Tennessee

hoLiDAy boWL
No. 18 North Carolina State vs.

UCLA
8 p.m. | FOX
Petco Park in San Diego, California

guArANteeD rAte boWL
Minnesota vs. West Virginia
10:15 p.m. | ESPN
Chase Field in Phoenix, Arizona

Wednesday, Dec. 29

feNWAy boWL
Virginia vs. SMU
11 a.m. | ESPN
Fenway Park in Boston, Massachu-

setts

PiNstriPe boWL
Virginia Tech vs. Maryland
2:15 p.m. | ESPN
Yankee Stadium in New York, New

York

cheez-it boWL
No. 19 Clemson vs. Iowa State
5:45 p.m. | ESPN
Camping World Stadium in Or-

lando, Florida

ALAMo boWL
No. 14 Oregon vs. No. 16 Oklahoma
9:15 p.m. | ESPN
Alamodome in San Antonio, Texas

thursDAy, Dec. 30
Duke’s Mayo Bowl
North Carolina vs. South Carolina
11:30 a.m. | ESPN
Bank of  America Stadium in Char-

lotte, North Carolina

Music city boWL
Tennessee vs. Purdue
3 p.m. | ESPN
Nissan Stadium in Nashville, Ten-

nessee

PeAch boWL
No. 10 Michigan State vs. No. 12

Pittsburgh
7 p.m. | ESPN
Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta,

Georgia

LAs VegAs boWL
Wisconsin vs. Arizona State
10:30 p.m. | ESPN
Allegiant Stadium in Las Vegas, Ne-

vada

Friday, Dec. 31

gAtor boWL
No. 17 Wake Forest vs. No. 25 Texas

A&M
11 a.m. | ESPN
TIAA Bank Stadium in Jack-

sonville, Florida

suN boWL
Washington State vs. Miami (FL)
12 p.m. | CBS
Sun Bowl in El Paso, Texas

ArizoNA boWL
Central Michigan vs. Boise State
2 p.m. | Barstool Sports

Arizona Stadium in Tucson, Ari-
zona

cottoN boWL 
(College Football Playoff semifinal)
No. 1 Alabama vs. No. 4 Cincinnati
3:30 p.m. | ESPN
AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas

orANge
boWL 
(College Football Playoff semifinal)

No. 2 Michigan
vs. No. 3 Georgia
7:30 p.m. | ESPN
Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gar-

dens, Florida

Saturday, Jan. 1

outbAck boWL
No. 21 Arkansas vs. Penn State
12 p.m. | ESPN2
Raymond James Stadium in Tampa,

Florida

citrus boWL
No. 15 Iowa vs. No. 22 Kentucky
1 p.m. | ABC
Camping World Stadium in Or-

lando, Florida

fiestA boWL
No. 5 Notre Dame vs. No. 9 Okla-

homa State
1 p.m. | ESPN
State Farm Stadium in Glendale,

Arizona

rose boWL
No. 6 Ohio State vs. No. 11 Utah
5 p.m. | ESPN
Rose Bowl in Pasadena, California

sugAr boWL
No. 7 Baylor vs. No. 8 Ole Miss
8:45 p.m. | ESPN
Caesars Superdome in New Or-

leans, Louisiana

tuesDAy, JAN. 4
texAs boWL
Kansas State vs. LSU
9 p.m. | ESPN
NRG Stadium in Houston, Texas

MoNDAy, JAN. 10
coLLege footbALL PLAyoff NA-

tioNAL chAMPioNshiP gAMe
8 p.m. | ESPN
Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis,

Indiana

Here’s a complete list of  scores
from the College Football Playoff
since its first season in 2014:

College Football Playoff: Scores
2014 season
Rose Bowl: No. 2 Oregon 59, No. 3

Florida State 20
Sugar Bowl: No. 4 Ohio State 42, No.

1 Alabama 35
CFP National Championship Game:

No. 4 Ohio State 42, No. 2 Oregon
20

2015 season
Orange Bowl: No. 1 Clemson 37, No.

4 Oklahoma 17
Cotton Bowl: No. 2 Alabama 38, No.

3 Michigan State 0
CFP National Championship Game:

No. 2 Alabama 45, No. 1 Clemson
40

2016 season
Fiesta Bowl: No. 2 Clemson 31, No. 3

Ohio State 0
Peach Bowl: No. 1 Alabama 24, No. 4

Washington 7
CFP National Championship Game:

No. 2 Clemson 35, No. 1 Alabama
31

2017 season
Rose Bowl: No. 3 Georgia 54, No. 2

Oklahoma 48 (2OT)
Sugar Bowl: No. 4 Alabama 24, No. 1

Clemson 6
CFP National Championship Game:

No. 4 Alabama 26, No. 3 Georgia
23 (OT)

2018 season
Orange Bowl: No. 1 Alabama 45, No.

4 Oklahoma 34
Cotton Bowl: No. 2 Clemson 30, No.

3 Notre Dame 3
CFP National Championship Game:

No. 2 Clemson 44, No. 1 Alabama
16

2019 season
Peach Bowl: No. 1 LSU 63, No. 4

Oklahoma 28
Fiesta Bowl: No. 3 Clemson 29, No. 2

Ohio State 23
CFP National Championship Game:

No. 1 LSU 42, No. 3 Clemson 25
2020 season
Rose Bowl: No. 1 Alabama 31, No. 4

Notre Dame 14
Sugar Bowl: No. 3 Ohio State 49, No.

2 Clemson 28
CFP National Championship Game:

No. 1 Alabama 52, No. 3 Ohio
State 24

The 2019 season marked the first
time the No. 1 team in the final
CFP rankings has won the title.
The No. 1 has now won two in a
row, however, with Alabama rout-
ing Ohio State in the 2020 season.

The No. 2 team has been the most
successful this far, as that team
has won three times: Alabama
(2015 season), Clemson (2016 sea-
son) and Clemson (2018 season).

b o y s  b A s k e t b A L L

by: DoM sANtiNA

CHARLEVOIX - The
Charlevoix Boys Basketball
team started the season off with
a win over Gaylord in their first
game of  the season. They would
then play their first conference
matchup of  the year as they
would host Traverse City St.
Francis on Tuesday, December
14. 

tc st. frANcis 
The Rayders would be in a

rough matchup as they would
be beat on second chance op-
portunities. As the Gladiators
were able to get over 20 points
on the second chance opportu-
nities. The Rayders would have
some good scoring chances
early, but would not be able to
convert. While Evan Solomon
would give a good effort with 17
points to lead the way. It would
not be enough as the Rayders
would fall 59-40. 

Another big factor in the loss
would be the rebound battle,
which went in favor of  the
Gladiators as well. The Rayders
would get 12 points off the
bench from Hudson Vollmer,
Max Ostrum would add 5, while
Jack Gaffney chipped in 4 and

Caleb Stuck would have 2. 
The loss put the Rayders

record at 1-1 on the season and
0-1 to start Lake Michigan Con-
ference play. They would have
another conference matchup
come to town, just two days
later, as Elk Rapids would come
to Charlevoix on Thursday, De-
cember 16. 

eLk rAPiDs
After taking a tough loss to

open conference play the Ray-
ders would look to get back on
track early in the season. The
Rayders’ struggles rebounding
would continue against the
Elks. As Stuck would be able to
rip down 14 boards, no one else
would be able to come any-
where close. 

While the game was close in
the first quarter, a big run by
the Elks in the second put Ray-
ders down 17 heading into the
half. In the second half, the
Rayders would be able to hang
with the Elks and even chip
into the lead. However, the sec-
ond quarter run was too much
to overcome for the Rayders
and they would drop their sec-
ond straight game 55-45. 

Stuck would lead the way
with 14 points to go with his 14
rebounds and Solomon would

add another 12. The Rayders
are now 1-2 on the season and
will host Royal Oak Shrine
Catholic on Monday, December
20. 

royAL oAk shriNe
cAthoLic 

The Rayders would find
themselves down early to their
opponent who had a long drive
for the matchup. The Rayders
would turn a three point deficit
after the first quarter into a ten
point lead heading to halftime,
24-14. 

The third quarter would pro-
duce a big run and a chance for
the Rayders to pull away and
give themselves a 18 point cush-
ion, as they led 44-26. That
would be more than enough for
the Rayders to be able to secure
a 53-37 victory. 

Part of  the success came from
being able to take care of  the
basketball. The Rayders would
only have a total of  7 turnovers
in the game. The offense would
also be helped out by Solomon
scoring 26 points and Stuck
adding in 15 points. 

The Rayders will be after
until January 4, when they will
host Maple City Glen Lake after
the holiday break. 

Rayders drop first two conference matchups 
by: DoM sANtiNA

The Red Devils have got off to
an undefeated start against
Mancelona and Gaylord St.
Marys. 

cheboygAN
They would host their biggest

test on the season so far against
Cheboygan on Tuesday, December
17. 

The Red Devils would get off to
a great start to the game, but
would find the basket would go
dry late in the first quarter and
into the second quarter. After
Hayden Peck and Granger Kitson
got their offense rolling again, JJ
Weber would knock down two
threes to give the Red Devils the
lead heading into halftime. 

With the lead now in their
hands, the Red Devils came out on
the attack in the second half.
Weber would continue to have a
big night, not only shooting but on
the defensive side of  the ball as
well. That big game would pay off
in the end, as the Red Devils
would hold on for a 61-49 overall
victory. 

The Red Devils would be led by
Weber with 23 points and 12 re-
bounds. Preston Malpass would
add 11 as would Mason Malpass.

The win moves the Red Devils to
3-0 on the season and 1-0 in the
Lake Michigan Conference. 

boyNe city 
The Red Devils would look to

take their undefeated season into
conference play and take on rival
Boyne City to open conference
play. The Red Devils would come
out of  the gates a little slow and
against the Ramblers that is trou-
ble. 

The team would be helped out
though right before halftime as
Weber would sink a half-court
shot to make the deficit 3 points
lower. However, the Red Devils
would find themselves down 10 at
halftime. In the second half  of  the
game, they would be able to stick
with the Ramblers but would
never be able to close in to try and
get the win. They would suffer
their first loss of  the season by a
final score of  73-57. 

The Red Devils would be led by
Weber and Preston Malpass both
with 19 points. Their overall
record moves to 3-1 on the season,
while their conference record goes
to 0-1 on the season. 

The Red Devils will now be off
for holiday break, they will re-
sume after break with another ri-
valry matchup against
Charlevoix.  

Red Devils head to break at 3-1
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4 WheeL DriVe
1999 Jeep Grand Cherokee Limited.
4x4, moon roof, leather, tow pkg.
Sale Price $2,995. Rivertown Auto
Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboy-
gan. 231-627-6700. www.rivertow-
nautosales.com. Need a car a day or
a week. We rent vehicles.
2006 Hummer H3. 4x4, leather, tow
pkg, moon roof. Sale Price $7,995.
Rivertown Auto Sales & Leasing. 989
VFW Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-6700.
www.rivertownautosales.com. Need a
car a day or a week. We rent vehicles.
2018 Ram 1500. 4x4, double cab,
rear camera, tow pkg, spray-in bed-
liner. $26,595. As low as $449 a
month. Rivertown Auto Sales & Leas-
ing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan. 231-
627-6700. www.rivertownautos-
ales.com. Need a car a day or a
week. We rent vehicles.

ADVice froM goD
The virgin will conceive a child! She
will give birth to a son, and they will
call him Immanuel, which means ‘God
is with us.’ Matthew 1:23 (NLT)

ANNouNceMeNts
Are you looking for something more?
God has a plan for you. Encouraging,
Uplifting and Challenging. Join us
Sunday morning at 11am for great
music and ministry and discovering
what the Bible says. Pigeon River
Baptist Church, 2 blocks south of the
blinker in Vanderbilt. If you can’t at-
tend, Watch on Facebook Live Sundays
at 11AM, search Pigeon River Baptist
Church.
DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING NICE TO
SAY? We would like to hear something
nice you have to say about businesses
or people in Northern Michigan. Send
us a note in the mail or by e-mail.
Each week we will publish positive
comments from our readers in the
Weekly Choice, Charlevoix County
News and Michigan MoneySaver. Mail
your note to Weekly Choice, PO Box
382, Gaylord, MI 49734 or e-mail to
Office@WeeklyChoice.com. Negative
notes may be sent elsewhere. 
LOCALLY OWNED, LOCALLY OPERATED,
LOCAL NEWS, LOCAL SPORTS. The
Weekly Choice and Charlevoix County
News and Michigan MoneySaver are
locally owned newspapers. We are
independently owned newspapers
based in Gaylord, Michigan Dave Bara-
grey and the staff of news writers,
sports writers, photographers, graphic
designers, delivery people and sales
people all live and work here and
care about our local communities we
serve. We hear from readers every
week how much they appreciate all
the local coverage. We appreciate all
the positive response from both read-
ers and advertisers to our newspapers
that we hear so frequently. CHOICE
PUBLICATIONS AND MICHIGAN ME-
DIA. Publisher of the Weekly Choice,
Charlevoix County News, Michigan
MoneySaver and APS – Advertisers
Postal Service. 112 East Sixth St., Gay-
lord • Office – 989-732-8160, Cell –
989-350-9235 • Office@Weekly-
Choice.com
LOWEST COST IN MICHIGAN! CLAS-
SIFIED ADS ARE JUST $2 for a 8-word
ad in the Weekly Choice, Charlevoix
County News or Michigan Mon-
eySaver. The area’s widest distribution
paper and the lowest cost for adver-
tising. E-mail your ad to Office@Week-
lyChoice.com or call 989-732-8160.
The Weekly Choice is distributed
weekly from Mackinaw City to
Grayling. 11 zones of the Michigan
MoneySaver distributed from Traverse
City to Tawas City. Northern Michigan’s
best choice for buying and selling.

ANtiQues & coLLectibLes
ANITIQUE SETTEE. Said it used to be-
long to Michigan Governor G. Mennen
Williams. Needs reupholstering.
Carved frame in good shape. $100.
Gaylord. 989-350-9235
ANTIQUE Wooden high chair. $75.
Gaylord. 989-350-9235
Oak Antique Craftsman One Drawer
Desk Top File Cabinet. 14.5” wide,
24.5” deep, 13” high. $250 each. 6
available. Buy all 6 for $950. Call 989-
350-9235. Gaylord
SCHOOL HOUSE BELL from Inland Dis-
trict #1, Late 1800’s. Have the history
of the bell. 24 inch, cast steel alloy.
231-409-2305

AuctioNs
Annual Consignment Auction of Gen-
eral and Heavy Construction Equip-
ment. Sat., Feb. 12, 2022 at 10am.
Merrill, MI. Consign early for adver-
tising! Call Randy 989-205-0653 Mid-
land Antique Engine Assoc. Details
at www.FurloAuction.com
Foster Online Estate Auction Bidding
Is Open & Closes Tue. Jan. 4 Sale
Features: Husqvarna Riding Lawn
Tractor, Utility Trailer, Large Quantity
of Shop Related Tools & Household
Related Furnishings. Located: 4979
Lakeview Rd. Gladwin. The Don Foster
Estate. John Peck, Auctioneers (989)
426-8061. To view a complete detailed
listing with photo’s visit johnpeck-
auctions.com
Hallam Online Estate Auction Bidding
Is Open & Closes Mon. Jan. 3 Sale
Features: Win. 30-30 Rifle, Several
Pcs. of Quality Household Furnishings,
Antiques, Collectibles & Garage Re-
lated Items. Located: 604 Kemp Ct.
In The City Of Gladwin. The Adeline
Hallam Estate. John Peck, Auctioneers
(989) 426-8061. To view a complete
detailed listing with photo’s visit john-
peckauctions.com
Online Multiple Estate and Real Estate
Auctions going on now! Go to:
Bid.SherwoodAuctionServiceLLC.com.
Considering an auction? Contact auc-
tioneer Joe Sherwood for all of your
auction needs. 800-835-0495.

Thank you to our clients and bidders
for a fantastic year of live and online
auctions! Contact us now to book
your Spring 2022 auction. Call 1-800-
835-0495. Keep checking bid.sher-
woodauctionservicellc.com 

AutoMobiLes
2002 Chevy Monte Carlo SS. Intim-
idator. Dale Earnhardt pkg. Leather,
moonroof. Very sharp. Sale Price
$7,595. Rivertown Auto Sales & Leas-
ing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan. 231-
627-6700. www.rivertownautos-
ales.com. Need a car a day or a week.
We rent vehicles.
2004 Mercedes C240. Leather. Sale
Price $6,395.. Rivertown Auto Sales
& Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan.
231-627-6700. www.rivertownautos-
ales.com. Need a car a day or a week.
We rent vehicles.
2006 Toyota Prius HYBRID. Sale Price
$3,595. Rivertown Auto Sales & Leas-
ing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan. 231-
627-6700. www.rivertownautos-
ales.com. Need a car a day or a week.
We rent vehicles.
2007 Toyota Prius HYBRID. Sale Price
$3,995. Rivertown Auto Sales & Leas-
ing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan. 231-
627-6700. www.rivertownautos-
ales.com. Need a car a day or a
week. We rent vehicles.
2010 Ford Fusion SEL. Leather, moon
roof. Only 111K miles. Sale Price
$5,995. As low as $179 a month.
Rivertown Auto Sales & Leasing. 989
VFW Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-6700.
www.rivertownautosales.com. Need
a car a day or a week. We rent vehi-
cles.
2014 Buick LaCrosse. As low as $399
a month. Rivertown Auto Sales &
Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan.
231-627-6700. www.rivertownautos-
ales.com. Need a car a day or a week.
We rent vehicles.
2014 Ford Fusion SE. Leather, rear
camera. As low as $299 a month.
Rivertown Auto Sales & Leasing. 989
VFW Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-6700.
www.rivertownautosales.com. Need a
car a day or a week. We rent vehicles.
2015 Toyota Camry SE. 140K, nice.
Sale Price $14,995. As low as $299 a
month. Rivertown Auto Sales &
Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan.
231-627-6700. www.rivertownau-
tosales.com. Need a car a day or a
week. We rent vehicles.
2018 Subaru Forester. AWD, extra
large moon roof. Sale Price $22,995.
As low as $399 a month. Rivertown
Auto Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd,
Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. www.river-
townautosales.com. Need a car a day
or a week. We rent vehicles.
I BUY CARS! Wrecked or in need of
mechanical repair, 1995 and up. Gay-
lord area. 989-732-9362

buiLDiNg MAteriALs
METAL ROOFING regular and shingle
style, half off on special colors. Also,
lifetime asphalt shingles available. Li-
censed and insured builders. Quality
work for 40 years. Amish crew. 517-
575-3695.
Replace your roof with the best look-
ing and longest lasting material –
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three
styles and multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer - $500 Discount + Addi-
tional 10% off install (for military,
health workers & 1st responders.)
Call Erie Metal Roofs. 888-718-1856

cLAssic Autos
1993 CAMARO Z-28 Indy Pace Car.
5,948 miles. $20,900. OBO. 231-622-
1553
CASH FOR pre-1970 vehicles. Michel’s
Collision & Restoration 231-622-1553

coMMerciAL VehicLes
2013 Isuzu Dump Truck. Diesel. Sale
Price $18,995. Rivertown Auto Sales
& Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan.
231-627-6700. www.rivertownautos-
ales.com. Need a car a day or a week.
We rent vehicles.

fireWooD & WooDstoVes
16 INCH SPLIT, DRY OAK, $70 FACE
CORD. Gaylord, Lakes of the North
area. 231-883-1230
DRY FIREWOOD. Delivered within 30
miles of Boyne and Mancelona. 231-
631-9600. B. Moeke, Boyne City.

free iteMs
FREE WOODEN SKIDS. Most are in
very good shape. Others for kindling.
New supply every week. APS Mini
Warehouse. 112 East Sixth Street,
Gaylord
HAVE SOMETHING TO GIVE AWAY?
Free items classified ads run free of
charge in the Weekly Choice,
Charlevoix County News and the
Michigan MoneySaver. Call 989-732-
8160 or e-mail your ad to
Office@WeeklyChoice.com.

furNiture
3 WOODEN Folding chairs. All 3 chairs
for $20. Gaylord. 989-350-9235
4 UPHOLSTERED GAME TABLE CHAIRS.
All 4 chairs for $20. Gaylord. 989-
350-9235
Adjustable Bed Brand New with Im-
comfort gel memory foam mattress.
Retail Cost $3,995, sacrifice for $875.
Call for showing or delivery 989-615-
2951.
Beds-Beds-Beds! Mattresses any size
and any comfort. Delivery anywhere
in Michigan
DanDantheMattressMan.com
Night stand. $2. Gaylord. 989-350-
9235

guNs
16 GAUGE Over and under, Marlin
Ranger, model 103, great shape, $550.
231-882-0440

FREE FIREARM APPRAISALS and Con-
signment Sales. Terry’s Gun Shop,
Rose City MI. Buying Winchesters
and 1899 Savages. Call 989-709-1944.
STEVENS Model 325 30-30 bolt action,
carbine, perfect, $425. 231-882-0440
TRI-STAR 20 gauge semi-auto, bronze,
$400. 231-882-0440
WINCHESTER RANGER 16 gauge,
pump with 5 boxes of shells, $400.
231-882-0440

heALth
Arthritis, COPD, Joint Pain or Mobility
issues on the stairs? Stop struggling.
Give your life a lift! An Acorn Stairlift
is a perfect solution! A BBB Rating.
Call now for $250 off your purchase.
Free DVD & brochure. 855-280-6240
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for (350+) procedures. Real dental
insurance -Not just a discount plan.
(Don’t wait) Call now! Get your free
Dental Information Kit with all the
details. 877-253-3162
www.dental50plus.com/55 #6258
Having men’s health issues? Thanks
to science, ED can be optional. Try
HIMS. Connect with a medical pro-
fessional online. If approved, your
prescribed medication is delivered to
your door. Free online visit http://him-
snow.com/mich
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic
Pills special $99 free shipping! 100%
guaranteed. 24/7 Call now. 888-835-
7273 Hablamos Espanol

heLP WANteD
4 SALES POSITIONS OPEN. PETOSKEY,
CHARLEVOIX COUNTY, WEST
BRANCH/GRAYLING and BENZIE
COUNTY . Independent contractor
position earns 20% commission. If
you are self motivated to get moving
and get in front of local businesses
you can make a ton of money. Most
of our salespeople work from home
and service the businesses close to
home. Businesses love the results
they get from advertising in the Michi-
gan MoneySaver, Weekly Choice,
Charlevoix County News and our 13
weekly papers. Our family owned
business if based in Gaylord, Michigan
but we distribute our weekly papers
in 100 towns in 19 counties in North-
ern Michigan. I need great salespeople
in various areas in Northern Michigan.
Send your resume to Dave Baragrey
1. E-mail to
Office@WeeklyChoice.com
Anchor Lamina in Bellaire, Michigan
currently has an open position for a
2nd shift Quality Technician.  Appli-
cants will preferably have math and
mechanical aptitude, be familiar with
print reading and basic GD&T, un-
derstanding of quality and inspection
plans, knowledge of precision gage
use, CMM experience is a plus.  This
position is full-time with benefits to
include vacation, personal days, paid
holidays, quarterly gain share bonuses,
health insurance, life and disability
insurance and 401K with a company
match along with an employee tuition
reimbursement program.  You will
qualify for an hourly increase after
completing your first 90 days of em-
ployment and every 90 days up to
your first year.  Apply in person for
an immediate interview: 3650 S.
Derenzy Road, Bellaire, MI 49615 or
call 231-350-5731.
ATTENTION EMPLOYERS. Reach across
the state with a Michigan MegaMarket
Statewide Classified Network EM-
PLOYMENT classified ad. Reach 1.9
Million households within highly-read,
local home-delivered newspapers and
shopping guides each week! A 25-
word ad is just $249.00, $10 for ad-
ditional words per-week! Buy 3 ads,
receive each 4th ad FREE! Call 989-
732-8160 today.
FEATURE STORY WRITER. Writing ex-
perience preferred. The Weekly
Choice, a Locally owned “Positive
News” weekly paper is distributed
all around Northern Michigan includ-
ing Gaylord, Petoskey, Cheboygan,
Grayling, Indian River, Mackinaw City,
Onaway, Lewiston, Mio, Mancelona,
Kalkaska and everywhere in between.
Freelance writer will supply articles
and photos. $35 per story plus $10
for photo(s). Email Resume Dave Bara-
grey. Office@WeeklyChoice.com
GRAYLING - FEATURE STORY WRITER
- Experienced writer and photographer
a plus. Must have Digital camera and
computer. E-mail info and samples
to Dave at Office@WeeklyChoice.com
NEWSPAPER WEEKEND DELIVERY. 2
ROUTES OPEN. Walk Route and Motor
Route. We have an immediate opening
in this area. Home Delivery is primarily

on Saturday or Sunday before Noon.
Nice extra income for a few hours of
work. You will need dependable trans-
portation and weekends free. E-mail
Office@WeeklyChoice.com or call or
text Lewis at 231-384-5899. Adver-
tisers Postal Service.
PETOSKEY - FEATURE STORY WRITER
- Experienced writer and photographer
a plus. Must have Digital camera and
computer. E-mail info and samples
to Dave at Office@WeeklyChoice.com

MisceLLANeous
HAMBURGER, All of the animal is
ground into burger, and sold in 1 lb.
frozen packages, $5.50 lb. Processed
at local butcher shop. Cheboygan,
231-625-2036
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little
as ONE DAY! Affordable prices. No
payments for 18 months. Lifetime
warranty & professional installs. Senior
& Military Discounts available. Call
877-401-2404
DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 months
with CHOICE Package. Watch your
favorite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year of HBO
Max FREE.  Directv is #1 in Customer
Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) Call
for more details! (some restrictions
apply) Call 888-351-0154
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels. Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/mo.
(where available.) Switch & get a free
$100 Visa gift card. Free voice remote.
Free HD DVR. Free streaming on all
devices. Call today. 866-950-6757
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 844-369-2501
GENERAC Standby Generators provide
backup power during utility power
outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare
now. Free 7-year extended warranty
($695 value!). Request a free quote
today. Call for additional terms and
conditions. 855-922-0420.
Large cart. Steel frame. Carpet shelves.
Double sided. Each side is approx. 2
foot deep, 6 feet wide. Just bought
new casters. 2 Available. Price reduced
to $100 for immediate sale. Text Dave
at 989-350-9235
LONG DISTANCE MOVING: White-
Glove Service from America’s Top
Movers. Fully insured and bonded.
Let us take the stress out of your out
of state move. Free quotes. Call 877-
729-1638
Looking for assisted living, memory
care, or independent living? A Place
for Mom simplifies the process of
finding senior living at no cost to
your family. Call 888-978-0584 to-
day!
LOWEST COST IN MICHIGAN! CLAS-
SIFIED ADS ARE JUST $2 for a 8-word
ad in the Weekly Choice, Charlevoix
County News or Michigan Mon-
eySaver. The area’s widest distribution
paper and the lowest cost for adver-
tising. E-mail your ad to Office@Week-
lyChoice.com or call 989-732-8160.
The Weekly Choice is distributed
weekly from Mackinaw City to
Grayling. 11 zones of the Michigan
MoneySaver distributed from Traverse
City to Tawas City. Northern Michigan’s
best choice for buying and selling.
Reach Across Michigan with a Mega-
Market Statewide Classified Ad! Over
1.2 million weekly circulation just
$249 per week! Buy 3 Get 1 Free!
Call this paper, 989-732-8160.
Shop Michigan this holiday season!
Keep your money in the Mitten to
strengthen YOUR community!  BuyN-
earbyMI.com
The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. Save money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a free, no obligation, quote
today. Call 855-476-9698
UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home
estimates make it convenient to shop
from home. Professional installation.
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call
for free consultation:  844-400-9455.
Ask about our specials!
YOUR OWN BEAUTIFUL and safe walk-
in shower. 30% off now. KOHLER, KIR-
BYBath, Local Professionals, Installed
in 1-2 Days. Schedule Your Free Esti-
mate: 800-578-7830 www.ShowerAnd-
BathPros.com

Notes of eNcourAgeMeNt
Positive Notes of Encouragement are

free in the Weekly Choice, Charlevoix
County News and Michigan Mon-
eySaver. Birthday, Anniversary, Wed-
ding, Congratulations or just a Positive
Note all are free. E-Mail your Note of
Encouragement to Office@Weekly-
Choice.com

Pets
YORKIE PUPPIES. Ready for Christmas,
shots, wormed, vet checked. 989-
426-3866, 989-965-4278. Karen

serVices
CHAD VLASSIS PAINTING. Serving
Northern Michigan since 2012. 989-
390-5730

storAge
APS Mini-Warehouse of Gaylord has
5x10 units for just $39 a month. No
long term contract necessary. In town,
safe storage. Larger units may also
available. Call 989-732-8160.
NEW STORAGE UNITS available at
Meyer Ace Hardware, corner of McCoy
Road and Old 27 South Gaylord.
12x30. Call David, 989-732-1394.

suV
2005 GMC Yukon Denali. Loaded. As
low as $275 a month. Rivertown Auto
Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboy-
gan. 231-627-6700. www.rivertow-
nautosales.com. Need a car a day or
a week. We rent vehicles.
2007 Toyota Highlander. 4x4. As low
as $399 a month. Rivertown Auto
Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboy-
gan. 231-627-6700. www.rivertow-
nautosales.com. Need a car a day or
a week. We rent vehicles.
2008 Ford Edge SEL. AWD, leather.
As low as $249 a month. Rivertown
Auto Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd,
Cheboygan. 231-627-6700. www.river-
townautosales.com. Need a car a day
or a week. We rent vehicles.
2009 Chevy Tahoe LTZ. 4WD, leather,
3rd row seat. Sale Price $9,995. As
low as $219 a Month. Rivertown Auto
Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboy-
gan. 231-627-6700. www.rivertow-
nautosales.com. Need a car a day or
a week. We rent vehicles.
2018 Chevy Equinox. 144k, backup
camera. Sale Price $22,995. As low
as $399 a month. Rivertown Auto
Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboy-
gan. 231-627-6700. www.rivertow-
nautosales.com. Need a car a day or
a week. We rent vehicles.

trucks
2003 Chevy Avalanche. 4WD. As low
as $239 a month. Rivertown Auto
Sales & Leasing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboy-
gan. 231-627-6700. www.rivertow-
nautosales.com. Need a car a day or
a week. We rent vehicles.
2004 Chevy Avalanche. Sale price
$5,499. Rivertown Auto Sales & Leas-
ing. 989 VFW Rd, Cheboygan. 231-
6 2 7 - 6 7 0 0 .
www.rivertownautosales.com. Need
a car a day or a week. We rent vehi-
cles.
2005 Ram 2500. Bighorn, 5.7L Hemi,
double cab, spray-in bedliner. Sale
Price $6,795. As low as $219 a Month.
Rivertown Auto Sales & Leasing. 989
VFW Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-6700.
www.rivertownautosales.com. Need
a car a day or a week. We rent vehi-
cles.
2006 Lincoln Mark LT. Club cab, tow
pkg, bedliner. As low as $399 a month.
Rivertown Auto Sales & Leasing. 989
VFW Rd, Cheboygan. 231-627-6700.
www.rivertownautosales.com. Need
a car a day or a week. We rent vehi-
cles.

WANteD
WANTED TO BUY. Baseball, football,
basketball cards before 1970. Also
looking for silver coins. Paying cash.
989-569-1201. Serving Northern
Michigan
Wanted: OUTBOARD MOTORS, any
size, running or not. Also selling Out-
board Motors. Call 989-619-2303

Applicants will preferably have math and mechanical apti-
tude, be familiar with print reading and basic GD&amp;T,
understanding of quality and inspection plans, knowledge
of precision gage use, CMM experience is a plus. This po-
sition is full-time with benefits to include vacation, personal
days, paid holidays, quarterly gain share bonuses, health
insurance, life and disability insurance and 401K with a
company match along with an employee tuition reimburse-
ment program. You will qualify for an hourly increase after
completing your first 90 days of employment and every 90
days up to your first year. Apply in person for an immedi-
ate interview: 3650 S. Derenzy Road, Bellaire, MI 49615
or call 231-350-5731.

Help Wanted:
ANCHOR LAMINA IN BELLAIRE, MICHIGAN 

CURRENTLY HAS AN OPEN POSITION FOR A 
2ND SHIFT QUALITY TECHNICIAN.

Help Wanted:
ANCHOR LAMINA IN BELLAIRE, MICHIGAN

CURRENTLY HAS AN OPENING FOR A 
3RD SHIFT WATCHMAN.

With this position you would be responsible in monitoring
and maintaining the security of the plant with the off-
shifts and on the weekends. Schedule would be a four
day work week of Monday and Friday from 10pm-6am
and Saturday and Sunday 6pm-6am. This position is full-
time with benefits to include vacation,personal days, paid
holidays, quarterly gain share bonuses, health insurance,
life and  disability insuranceand 401K with a company
match along with an employee tuition reimbursement
program. You will qualify for an hourly increase after
completing your first 90 days of employment and every
90 days until you reach your first year. Apply in person at:
3650 S. Derenzy Road, Bellaire, MI 49615.

NMCAA Early Head Start Child
Family Specialist – Emmet County
Preferred:  Associate Degree in Child Development and
experience working with the birth-three age group.
Applicant must demonstrate a strength-based approach
working with families, a commitment to confidentiality, 
strong computer skills, and the ability to be a strong team
player.
Proof of COVID vaccination required, unless approved for
a medical or religious exemption.
Masks are required for all over the age of 2 unless med-
ically unable.
FT, $17.00/hr. EOE Apply by 1/3.
Visit www.nmcaa.net for details. 

NNOOTTIICCEE OOFF HHEEAARRIINNGG OOFF NNOORRWWOOOODD
TTOOWWNNSSHHIIPP PPLLAANNNNIINNGG CCOOMMMMIISSSSIIOONN

TO: Property Owners in Norwood Township, Charlevoix
County, Michigan
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Norwood Township Plan-
ning Commission will hold a public hearing to consider up-
dates to their existing Master Plan in accordance with
Section 39 of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public
Act 33 of 2008, MCL 25.3839.
The hearing will be held at the Norwood Township Hall,
00640 Lakeshore Dr., Charlevoix, MI  49720 on January
10, 2022 at 7:00 PM.
A copy of the proposed amended Master Plan can be
viewed in person by appointment at Township Hall or on
our website norwoodtwp.org
Written comment can be submitted to Norwood Township
Planning Commission, PO Box 113, Charlevoix, MI  49720
or via email to zoning@norwoodtwp.org
NORWOOD TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
Publish: December 23, 2021
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How Can Two Similar
Homes Vary in Price by
More Than $10,000?

by JiM AkANs 

Complete with a large
40x80 foot pole building, this
nearly three-and-a-half  acre
property just a few mile from
East Jordan is ready to ac-
commodate your storage
needs and is an excellent
spot to build your dream
home.

The setting is absolutely
gorgeous, featuring a hilltop
panoramic view of  the sur-
rounding northern Michigan
countryside.  There is elec-
tricity, well and septic al-
ready on site.

The 40x80 foot building on
this site has a 14-foot ceiling
and a 24x32 foot portion of
the space is both insulated

and heated.  This is an ideal
place to store your boat or
RV and set up a workshop.  It
would also make a perfect
“base camp” while building
your new dream home on the
site.

This approximately three-
and-a-half  acre site with
panoramic hilltop views and
a 40x80 foot pole building is
located at 5433 Kidder Road
near East Jordan and it is
listed at $174,900. For addi-
tional information or to
arrange for a tour, please call
Mike Stark or Holly Stark,
Associate Brokers, at EXP
Realty – 109 Mill Street, East
Jordan, at 231-536-7700 or
email
HollysUpNorth@gmail.com
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LARGE BUILDING SITE WITH POLE
BUILDING NEAR EAST JORDAN

Forgetting, for a mo-
ment, the interior im-
provements that set one
home apart from another,
there are exterior factors
that also influence price.
For instance, homes on
primary ingress and
egress streets-(that is, the
main streets that lead in
and out of  a tract)-gener-
ally appreciate more
slowly than those within
the tract that are not on
primary streets.

Primary ingress/egress
streets generate more traf-
fic and are therefore, gen-
erally less desirable. Thus,
they have lower prices.

Within a tract, a home
on a cul-de-sac may gener-
ate a higher price for the
same reason-less traffic.
Cul-de-sacs are frequently
like a maze and they dis-
courage drive-throughs,
which is, of  course, a defi-
nite benefit to residential
privacy.

Even properties on one
side of  a street can be
worth more than a similar
property across from it.
Why? Certain communi-
ties, because of  their
name, are more presti-
gious than others. Beverly
Hills, California, of  course,
is one. It is known world-
wide for its high-end shop-
ping, expensive housing
and impeccable name. In
sections where Beverly
Hills is divided from other
cities and/or communities
by a street, the homes on
the Beverly Hills side of

the avenue command a
higher price than those in
the non-Beverly Hills city
across from it.

Existing homes may dif-
fer radically in price for
another reason-one home-
owner wants to sell, and
the other has to sell. The
motivation for each is
quite different, and so may
be the pricing strategies.

Some other factors that
influence price: What com-
mercial developments are
adjacent to the tract? How
(un)desirable are they?
And, don't forget supply
and demand.

The wise buyer checks
one other thing-a commu-
nity's master plan. This is
a must, especially if  a tract
(or home) is surrounded
by vacant land. Most com-
munities have one. It is
usually drawn up by plan-
ners within the city of
county and approved by a
local planning commis-
sion. Find out what is
going to be built nearby
and determine how it
might impact the value of
the tract. All this, of
course, takes time and
homework. But, it is well
worth it, especially when
you consider that the pur-
chase of  a home is usually
going to be the largest, sin-
gle financial investment
most people make in a life-
time.


